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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents: 

Writing the principal’s message is really quite an opportunity.  It gives 
me a chance to recognize the great work being done in the school and 
thank the good people for all of their efforts. 
 
Firstly, I need to thank Mrs. Linda Zook and Mrs. Carrie Cain who are 
retiring this year.  Both of them have dedicated years of beyond the call 
commitment to Our Lady of the Assumption School.  In addition to their 
excellent work in the specific roles they have played as teacher and 
educational assistant respectively, they have both made significant 
contributions outside of the classroom.  Mrs. Zook has been the lead for 
our Jump Rope for Heart event for many years.  This year, Jump Rope for 
Heart raised over $15,000 dollars.  Thank you for your unending support 
for this initiative.   Mrs. Zook will also be missed as she has often served 
the school as our acting principal when Mr. Sampson and I were away.   
Mrs. Cain has been instrumental in providing a leadership role in the 
area of religious education, liturgies, and student retreats.  We all are 
appreciative of these ladies’ gift of time to the school. 
 
Secondly, I want to thank you for your support.  As I mentioned above, 
your help and fundraising allowed for $15,000 to go to the Heart and 
Stroke Fund.  Your assistance on the days of skipping was sincerely 
appreciated.  Our School Council has worked endless hours behind the 
scenes in meetings and making phone calls.  The Fundraising Committee 
continues to work hard being creative in raising money for field trips and 
other school activities.  Our students benefit greatly from the year-end 
field trips. 
 
We will be moving into the last month of school with year-end field trips, 
Sports Day, final Mass and field trips.  It is an exciting time for staff and 
students and we look forward to your participation. 
 
The Holy Spirit School Board moved to support a recent 
recommendation to move towards system-wide Friday early dismissal.   
Please note the additional explanation included inside this newsletter. 
 
On behalf of the staff, we wish you a healthy and happy sun-filled June. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dave O’Dwyer 
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STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK 
Wow!  We cannot thank you, the parents, enough 
for the wonderful snacks, lunch, and help with 
supervision.  Each day was wonderful.  Thank you so 
very much!  - From the Assumption School staff 
 
STUDENT REGISTRATION 
We are presently taking new registrations for the 
fall for Pre-kindergarten to Grade 6.  Parents whose 
children presently attend our Pre-kindergarten 
Program need to register their child for 
kindergarten as these students are not 
automatically rolled over for the fall.  We are 
required to have a copy of each student’s birth 
certificate on file, so please bring the birth 
certificate with you.  Also, please bring your child’s 
Personal Health Care number.  Our office hours are 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
 
CITIZEN OF TOMORROW AWARDS 
Congratulations to the winners of The Citizens of 
Tomorrow Awards for the month of April: 

 

Emily Wauters 
Dean Di Palma 
Bradley Boychuk 

Taya Mikado 
Ryan Alho  

 

Our thanks are extended to our valued sponsors for 
their generous support of the Citizens of Tomorrow 
Awards Program: 

 

Airtech Heating and Air Conditioning Ltd.  

Galko Homes Ltd. 

)TLOSX½R Family Restaurant 

 
CANTEEN PRICES 
Fudge Bars   $1.00 each 
Ice Cream Sandwiches $1.00 each 
Rolo Ice Cream Bar  $1.50 each 
Strawberry/Kiwi Fruit Bar $1.50 each 
Milk (chocolate or white) $1.00 each 
Juice    $1.00 each 

 
Milk cards are available from the office for $10.00, 
which will allow your child to make 12 milk (or juice) 
purchases.  

JUNE SCHOOL COUNCIL AND RUNDRAISING 
HIGHLIGHTS 
Our final School Council and Parent Fundraising 
Committee meeting of the school year will be held 
Wednesday, June 10, at 6:30 pm in the staff room.  
We will be holding elections to fill the vacancies of 
Parent Fundraising Committee Chairperson, 
Treasurer, Parent Fundraising Secretary and School 
Council Secretary.  We hope to see a good turnout, 
as without these positions, we will lose many school 
activities. 
 
Many thanks to parents for their contributions 
throughout this school year and best wishes to all 
for a wonderful summer! 
 
LIBRARY LINES 
All library books are due back into the library during 
regularly scheduled library periods during the week 
of June 8th to 12th.  Invoices for any outstanding 
books will be sent home on Friday, June 19th.  Bills 
are assessed at the retail replacement value of the 
book.  The library will be closed for inventory from 
June 15th to 24th. 

 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION NEWS 
Parents of special education students have been 
given Special Needs Surveys a couple of weeks ago.  
We would be very grateful if these completed 
surveys could be sealed in the same envelopes, and 
then sent to the school to Mr. Sampson’s attention. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete these 
surveys. 
 
GRADE 3 YEAR-END FIELD TRIP 
Both Grade 3 classes will be traveling together by 
bus to the Frank Slide on Friday, June 19th.  We will 
leave school at 9:00 a.m. and return by 4:30 p.m.  
Students will need to be picked up from the school 
at 4:30 p.m.  Permission letters will be going home 
on Friday, June 5th.  Please watch for further 
information. 



JUNE EVENTS AT ALL SAINTS PARISH 
All Saints Parish Annual General Meeting: 
 Sunday, June 7, 2:00 pm at St. Paul School 
 
Corpus Christi Procession (Parish Activity for All): 
 June 14, 2009 
There will be two processions: one leaving St. Basil’s 
Church before the 10:00 a.m. Mass and the second 
leaving Assumption Church at the end of the 9:00 
a.m. Mass, with prayer stops in front of St. 
Michael’s Health Centre and Lethbridge Food Bank.  
Both processions will join in front of the Yates for a 
prayer and blessing before entering St. Patrick’s for 
the 11:00 a.m. Mass.  Refreshments will be available 
following the procession and continuing after Mass.  
More details will be published in the Church bulletin 
and available on the website as the date draws 
nearer.  Come be a part.   
 
If you can help by supplying some sandwiches for 
the social, please call John at 403-328-7625.  There 
are lots of ways to be involved besides walking and 
food.  If interested, please call the parish office at 
403-327-8931.    

 
/ƻƳƛƴΩ !ƭƛǾŜ /ŀƳǇΥ 
The Comin’ Alive Camp is back!  This is a half day 
camp running from August 4 to August 7, 2009, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. daily.  Registration 
forms will be available at all church entrances and 
through you child’s schools (St. Paul, École St. Mary, 
Our Lady of the Assumption, St. Francis, and CCH).  
The deadline for registrations is June 24, so get your 
child registered early to avoid their disappointment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHARE THE MISSION 2008/2009 
Nominations are now welcome for the Holy Spirit 
Catholic School Division’s “share the Mission  
Award”.  This award recognizes community 
members, parents, students, and school staff who 
have: 

 Offered outstanding or long term service for 
the benefit of our students; 

 Accepted demanding challenges and set new 
standards for the rest of us to follow; 

 Contributed, through action and deed, to the 
Catholic atmosphere of our schools; 

 Reflected the Mission Statement of the Holy 
Spirit School Division in all actions: 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ 
dedicated to providing each student 
entrusted in our care with an education 
rooted in the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
Guided by the Holy Spirit, in partnership 
with home, parish, and society, our 
schools foster the growth of responsible 
citizens who will live, celebrate, and 
proclaim their faith.  Our Catholic faith is 
the foundation of all that we do. 

 
If you know of an individual or group deserving of 
the “Share the Mission Award”, please forward their 
name to Central Office by June 15, 2009.  
Nomination information is accessible on the 
division’s website at: 
http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/page.cfm?pgID=148. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

PROVINCIAL ACHIEVEMENT TEST SCHEDULE 
 

 
Tuesday, June 16   9:00 a.m. Grade 3 English Language Arts – Part B 
     9:00 a.m. Grade 6 Social Studies 

Wednesday, June 17   9:00 a.m. Grade 6 English Language Arts – Part B 

Thursday, June 18   9:00 a.m. Grade 3 Mathematics 
     9:00 a.m. Grade 6 Mathematics – Part B 

Monday, June 22   9:00 a.m. Grade 6 Science 

 

http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/page.cfm?pgID=148


 
 
HELP YOUR CHILD DO WELL ON TESTS 

 Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep 
before every test. 

 Provide a light, healthy breakfast on test day. 

 Have your child dress comfortably and arrive at 
school on time. 

 Send your child off to school with confidence.  
Use words of praise and support:  “You’ll do 
great!  Believe in yourself!  I love you!” 

 Suggest that your child breathe deeply to relax 
before and during the tests. 

 Remind your child to read directions carefully 
and look at all the answers before choosing one. 

 Tell your child to check his or her answers 
before turning in the test. 

 Do not schedule trips, dental or medical 
appointments, or early pickups for testing days. 

 
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
The Assumption School office will be closed from 
July 1st until August 18th.  The office reopens on 
August 19th and operation hours will be 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. weekdays.  
The school and school office will be closed August 
26th so that all staff may attend the Opening Mass 
for the Holy Spirit School Division.  Regular office 
hours (8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) begin August 27th. 
 
LOST AND FOUND 
All students and their parents/guardians are 
reminded to please make an effort to check the lost 
and found box and boot rooms for lost and 
misplaced items before the end of the school year.  
All unclaimed clothing and footwear will be donated 
to the Catholic Charities Clothing Bank at the end of 
June. 
 
HANDICAPPED PARKING 
There is one parking space in front of the school 
which is designated “Handicapped Parking”.  Please 
help us and those who require this assistance by not 
parking in that space unless you have current 
handicapped parking authorization. 
       
       
     

 

 
 
SUN SAFETY 
With the warmer weather, everyone will be 
spending a lot more time outside.  Educating our 
children about sun safety will go a long way in 
preventing serious health problems later in their 
lives.  Ensure you and your children are wearing 
appropriate sunscreen, hats, protective clothing, 
and sunglasses when enjoying the outdoors. 

 

SUMMER READING PROGRAM AT LETHBRIDGE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY, KIDS CORNER ς READY, SET, 
READ! 
The Lethbridge Public Library’s Ready, Set, Read! 
Program provides your child with the opportunity to 
continue reading throughout the summer months.  
Ready, Set, Read! gives Readers (students who have 
attended Kindergarten through Grade 3) the 
opportunity to read with a Volunteer Student in 
Grade 4 to Grade 12. 
 
This fun and informal program is one hour in length, 
and runs from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Monday 
through Thursday.  The Reader and Volunteer share 
40 minutes of reading time, with the last 20 minutes 
spent in a fun group activity. 
 
We are looking for enthusiastic Readers and 
energetic Volunteers for Ready, Set, Read! which 
begins Monday, June 29th and runs until Thursday, 
August 6th, 2009. 
 
Volunteers must attend a one-hour training session.  
Volunteer registration deadline is June 25th.  
Readers are welcome to register throughout the 
summer. Registrations for Readers may be limited. 
 
If you are interested in Ready, Set, Read!, please call 
403-320-4278 for more information and to register. 
 
**Ready, Set, Read! is not suitable for children 
with learning and/or reading difficulties.  All 
participants must be mature enough to attend the 
Program without adult accompaniment** 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

EARLY FRIDAY DISMISSAL 
 

Within the last month, our Holy Spirit School Board moved to support a recommendation by 
Mr. Keohane, our Superintendent, and Mr. Smeaton, our Deputy Superintendent. 
Reasons for the school system change are as follows.  Many years ago Lethbridge Public 
School District #51 moved in this direction.  Twelve years ago, the Holy Spirit School Board 
moved to support early Friday dismissal for Catholic Central High School.  For most students 
and parents, this move was perceived to be positive, allowing for better student attendance 
with easier student participation in Friday afternoon tournaments, increased teacher 
planning time and professional development time.   Over the years, our neighboring school 
systems have adopted the early Friday dismissal format.  By next year, all Catholic schools 
outside of Lethbridge and within our school system will have early Friday dismissal because 
they share bussing with their partnering public school systems.  That makes five of thirteen 
schools in our school system.  Serious thought was put into early Friday dismissal for École St. 
Mary School and St Francis Junior High School.  As they share bussing with CCHS Monday 
through Thursday and Friday morning (sharing start and end times as well on all days but 
Friday), it was concluded that all schools on that block should have a similar school day on all 
days of the week. 
 
You will remember that parents were invited to attend a meeting this spring at our Lady of 
the Assumption School.  We were very interested in hearing from parents regarding their 
support or exception to early Friday dismissal.  Eleven parents attended the PowerPoint and 
discussion which ensued.  Many valuable thoughts were shared at the meeting.  With a 
secret ballot count, three of the eleven parents were opposed to early Friday dismissal.  In 
casual conversations with parents in and about the time of the meeting, some parents 
expressed concern about Friday dismissal but the majority felt that if the St. Francis, CCHS 
and École St. Mary’s block go towards early dismissal, then so should Our Lady of the 
Assumption School.  Information was shared at a Principal’s Meeting soon after all school 
meetings.  While one school in particular found the move to not be as well received, most 
parent communities responded positively. 
 
With that, it was decided by our board office that a recommendation supporting early Friday 
dismissal should take place.  As I mentioned above this recommendation was received in a 
positive light by the Holy Spirit School Board. 
 
While fine tuning still needs to take place, our start and end times for 2009-2010 will be close 
to 8:35 a.m. Monday through Friday.  Dismissal time will be at about 3:35 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and on Friday, we plan to dismiss at close to 1:15 p.m.   Mrs. Nakama and I 
plan to meet with kindergarten parents on Wednesday, June 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. in our school 
gymnasium to discuss the daily and weekly schedules.  IT’S A BLAST will be able to operate its 
program on Friday afternoons in addition to the services currently offered at the school. 
 
I do hope that this explains the thinking behind our move towards early Friday dismissal and 
ask that you call me if you have questions further to this information. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dave O’Dwyer 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Lady of the Assumption School 
Parent Council is hosting a 

Come and Go Retirement Tea 

in honor of 
 

Mrs. Linda Zook 

and 

Mrs. Carrie Cain 

 
Thursday, June 11th, 2009 

Assumption School Library 
2219 ï 14th Avenue South 

3:30 ï 5:30 pm 
 
 

Please join us and come share your good wishes. 
Light refreshments will be served. 

 
 

 
 


