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Principal’s Message

Advent is a time of waiting, anticipation, and joy. It is a time where we quiet ourselves amidst the hustle and bustle of the
commercialized Christmas, to remember what this time is truly about. This approach to Advent is much like the approach we should all
be taking in our daily lives throughout the year. We must always remember to quiet ourselves and take that time to remember who we
are, and what we are all about.

This fall | was asked to fill the role of Acting Principal at St. Catherine’s School during Mrs. Murphy’s absence. This opportunity has
brought many changes to my day. | have found myself to be busy in a whole new way. My to-do list is filled with a long variety of things
that are new to me. Despite my hesitations to distance myself from the joy | experience in my classroom, | have been enjoying this new
role as Principal as well. | am experiencing that same sense of joy because | am remembering to quiet myself, look around, and
appreciate what it is | am part of. Our school is an amazing place! It is filled with a spirit that can’t be described, but only felt. Quieting
myself each day and taking the time to remember what we are all about has been the key. Taking the time to visit with the students
and staff, being greeted by the parents that | see in the hallways, and popping in to watch the great things happening in the
classrooms, is what makes this job a great one.

During Advent we need to follow that same process. Despite our lengthy to-do lists, we must quiet ourselves and remember what it is
we, as Catholics, are called to be part of. The staff and students of St. Catherine’s School would like to extend an invitation to each of
you to be part of our preparation for Christmas. Below is an outline of the Advent celebrations that we will be joining together for in
our gathering space. You are also invited to attend. We know that life is busy, but if you’re able to join us we would love to have you.

Sheri Richawrdsonw

Acting Principal




Advent Celebrations

Date Time Led by:

#1 Mon. Nov. 3¢ 8:55 a.m. (Period 1) Gr. 9 (Mr. Schmidt)

#2 Mon. Dec. ¥ 9:20 a.m. (Period 2) Gr. 2 (Miss Richardson)
#3 Mon. Dec. 4 8:55 a.m. (Period 1) Gr. 3 (Ms. Courtoreille)
#4 Fri. Dec. 18 8:55 a.m. (Period 1) Gr. 4/5 (Mr. Gatner
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Check out our episode online now!

A film crew visited our school the day of our 50" Anniversary celebration. The short
segment they created featured 50 years of Catholic Education in Picture Butte. You can
watch it online now. Simply follow the directions below.

ehttp://www.apubliceducation.ca/

o Click on the episode on the right titled “50 Years of Catholic Ed. St. Catherine’s”

Thank you to all who agreed to be interviewed, and a job well done to those of you who were featured in the segment. This is
something for all of us to be proud of!

First Reconciliation
Congratulations to the following students (and their families) who recently prepared themselves for their first celebration of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Victor Sagaon Courtney Grassl Estefania Cervera '
Montserrat Cervera Shelby Desautels Luke Loman .
Mackenzie McCloud Reegan Molenaar Scott Oosterbroek

Casson Stroeve Addison Gatner

Mission Mexico ¢ LOONIE DRIVE on Friday, December 11™
On Friday, December 11" we are asking for each student and staff member to bring one
Q loonie to support Mission Mexico Day. Please see the insert in this month’s chronicle for
further information.

mission
mexico

PS | University of Lethbridge Students

University of

Lethbridge We welcome Jenifer Koehler and Will Lavery who joined us on November 12, 2009. Miss Koehler will be working in the
Gr. 1 classroom throughout her practicum, while Mr. Lavery will be working in the Gr. 6 classroom. We welcome them
and hope to provide them with a positive and memorable experience.



http://www.apubliceducation.ca/

Farewell to our Amazing Interns!!

We were blessed to have the gift of three amazingly talented intern teachers this term. Miss Annichiarrico, Mr. McKenzie, and Miss Platt
demonstrated a level of skill, interest in the profession, and genuine connection to our school community that we will miss. We wish you
the best of luck as you pursue your teaching careers. We know that you will do well and that the schools where you teach in the coming
years will be fortunate to have you!

Professional Development
The staff at our school continuously extends their knowledge and expertise with various workshops and professional development

activities. Below is an outline of some of the learning opportunities that we have had the opportunity to be part of.
e  School PD Day — September 21, 2009
o Instructional Intelligences Workshop (for all staff)
e Division-Wide PD Day — October 13, 2009
o Engaging the 21% Century Learner (for all staff)
e Divisional Grade Level Math In-services
o Teachers are gaining increased understanding of the new math curriculum and the resources that are
available
e Special Education Conference — October 15-17" (Sheila Cook)
e  “The Why and How of Differentiating with a Layered Curriculum” -- November 17™ (Mrs. Trechka, Ms. Ingold,
Ms. Courtoreille)

Curriculum News

Pre K

November proved to be a month of ups and downs, mixed with a respectful dose of worry. With the H1N1 reality out there, we
missed seeing many of our kids for quite some time. | am happy to report that most are back now and our life is back to play,
again! We spent a great morning building our name trains with the ECS class. Thanks to all our engineers, who helped put our
trains on track! | don't know if I've ever been so proud, as | was at our Remembrance Day event. We took our 4 year old group to
the gathering space. They were so respectful, quiet and amazing throughout the whole thing. Already we can see that this group
will have a great start to their school careers! That same afternoon, they were asked to shift gears and cheer their loudest for our
Saints Volleyball teams at our pep rally. Such is our life at St. Catherine's PreK! Thank you, God, for the blessings of these little
people

Grade 1

The Grade One students were excited to welcome their parents into the classroom for the Student Led Conferences. They worked
carefully to demonstrate their learning at the Math and Science Centres as well as reading and explaining their work at their desk.
The Math activity on the Smart Board was very popular. Now we will

begin Advent activities.

Social Studies 2
We've spent the past few weeks examining Inuit, Acadian, and Prairie communities of the past. We have had a great time looking at
Inuit artifacts, tools, and games. Soon we will be looking at daily life in our three communities.



Grade 2/3

We just finished our Curious George unit! The students have been working on writing their own Curious George Adventure story.
With that, we have been focusing on proper sentences with capitals and periods. The students were also able to read various
Curios George adventures and more recently they were given a chance to act some of these books out! We are beginning a
Christmas/Winter unit where the students will have a chance to read/write poetry. The students will also be reading various books
and responding to them.

Grade 4/5
November has been an incredibly busy month in the Grade 4/5 classroom. We are currently doing a novel study with the book
“Ticket to Curlew” in Language Arts. In Social 5, we have begun studying about the Atlantic Region of Canada. The Gr. 4 class is
examining fossils and what they tell us about Alberta’s past.

Mrs. Price
In Math the classes will be looking at information, how to organize and interpret data in a variety of ways. They will be creating
different types of graphs, and will be answering questions based on given graphs. In Science the Grade 4 class is finishing up the
Waste and Our World unit, and will begin Wheels and Levers. The Grade 5 class will be building box alarms as a final project to our
Electricity units. Mrs. Rasmussen

Grade 6
A Christmastime recipe from the grade 6 class:
-Take on very full curriculum
-add 4 advent celebrations, and stir well
-wisk in one December assembly
-whip into a frenzy
-include seasonal art projects
-throw one very involving Christmas concert play on top, for good measure

-coarsely grate any remaining nerves

-throw in a major Christmas themed Language project

-and top with a generous portion of Christmas party

-Bring to a boil and (very important) send home to let sit for two weeks

-Enjoy!
T’is the Season for multi-tasking and it’s a good thing, because we have a lot on our plates to handle. It's a good thing we also have
Mr. Lavery, a PSI student from the University of Lethbridge, who is with us until mid-December. He will keep “stirring the pot”, as
they say. The grade 6 students’ leadership skills are going to be called upon in more ways than one this Christmas season, as they
pour all their talents into these various projects. Be sure to drop into the school for assembly, don’t miss the Christmas concert and
watch out for a full length keepsake Christmas children’s book, superbly and highly descriptively written by your very own child.
Have a Merry Christmas and a wonderful holiday season!
Mr. Gokarn

Science 7

We are working on Heat and Temperature. The students have had the opportunity to work with Science Alberta’s ‘Science in a
Crate’. There are 8 different hands-on experiments that the students were working with covering topics like heat transmission, the
Particle Model of Matter, convection, thermal energy, technology and human impacts.

Language Arts 9
Language Arts in the Grade 9 class has been packed full of creativity, ingenuity, and reading during the month of November.

Students completed a novel study focused on “Touching Spirit Bear” by Ben Mikaelsen and spent a week creating their final projects
for the unit. Movie trailers, totem poles, islands made of candy, and blankets, traditionally known as an at.oow, were created and
presented in the classroom. Students worked very hard to complete their projects and should be very proud of the work that they
produced. On a personal note, | have had a wonderful time teaching and getting to know each of the grade 9 students. | will
definitely miss the energy, enthusiasm, and excitement that they bring to my classroom each and every day. Thank you, parents, for
your consistent support throughout the semester.

-- Miss Jenni Annicchiarico

Language Arts 8
November was month full of reading, writing, and more reading for Grade 8 Language Arts students. A novel study of S.E. Hinton's,

“The Outsiders” was brought to a close this past week. The unit concluded with a viewing of the 1983 film, “The Outsiders,”
combined with presentations of students’ final projects. The grade 8 class demonstrated their creativity, imagination, and
understanding of the novel through their creations of movie trailers, character yearbooks, and movie soundtracks. Students put an
incredible amount of effort into their projects and demonstrated, yet again, their originality and inventiveness. | have greatly
enjoyed teaching the grade 8 students over the past four months and am very thankful that | was given the opportunity to work
with this group. Every day with these students was new, exciting, and an extraordinary learning experience for me!

- Miss Jenni Annicchiarico



Junior High Foods

The grade 7 class is participating in their first Foods course this quarter. They have made smoothies, tortilla chips and salsa, so far.
The class has been learning about safety and responsibility in the kitchen. The students will be participating in activities using the
Canada Food Guide and will be preparing more simple recipes.

Social Studies 8

We are currently finishing up our unit on the Renaissance. We have been having lots of fun writing newspaper articles, letters to Ms
Richardson, and learning about the Protestant Reformation and the Catholic Counter-Reformation. We will be starting up our unit
on the Aztecs in the beginning of January.

Social Studies 9

We are just starting our unit on the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. We just finished our chapter on the Youth Criminal
Justice Act by making multimedia presentations explaining if we think the YCJA is too harsh or not harsh enough. We will be
continuing our study of individual and collective rights in January.

Grade 8 - Math and Science

In Math the grade 8 students have been working hard to complete the Rates and Ratios unit. They will be writing their exam the
first week of December. Students will then be introduced to Percentages. This unit will be completed before the Christmas Holidays.
In Science we are currently exploring the Cells and Systems unit. This unit will be completed by December 18. | have asked that each
student build a cell model (plant or animal cell) during out of class time. The students were provided with a rubric and additional
information that will help him or her complete this take home assignment. Please feel free to help your child build their model. The
model will need to be handed in by December 8.

Grade 9 - Math and Science

During the month of November, the Grade 9 students worked hard to complete their Mathematics unit: Similar Polygons. In the
first week of December the students will be exploring the Measurement unit. This unit will be completed before the Christmas
Holidays.

The grade 9 students have shown great enthusiasm during the Space unit. We are currently developing a final project for them to
complete in replace of a unit exam. More information will be sent home once we finalize the project. The Space unit will be
completed by December 18.

THANK YOU!
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students, staff and parents for the great experience!
- Mr. McKenzie
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experience that will always be remembered. Thank you.

- Miss. Platt
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Mark Your Calendar — Saturday, April 24™. More Information to be sent out at a later date!!

School Fees
Just a reminder that school fees are now due. Please contact the office if you need to make payment arrangements.

Choir

Thank you to all the students who have joined choir this year. We will accept new members again in January for anyone who wishes
to join. Normally at this time of year our St. Catherine Singers have an outing that includes singing Christmas carols to various
businesses on the way to giving a mini-concert at the Piyami Lodge. Unfortunately, due to possible health concerns, the Piyami
Lodge has asked that we do not do that again this year. Mr. Gatner and Mrs. Rasmussen will be planning something different to
replace this outing, and more information will be sent as decisions are made. We feel blessed to be able to spend time with our
choir students, and look forward to every Thursday practice!




Good News!

St. Catherine’s School has received a grant from the Lethbridge Community Foundation for $824.90 for the purpose of planting
ornamental trees in the grounds of our school. The trees planted will be a variety of elms, maples, maydays etc. St. Catherine’s
sends a big thank you to the Lethbridge Community Foundation for their generosity. The trees will be a lovely addition to the
evergreens donated by Kathy & Brian Witdouck and to the shrub border planted in the front.

St. Catherine’s School community extends a heartfelt thanks for the continued work that Mrs. Caruso does on our behalf to develop
the exterior of our building. We really appreciate your time and commitment to our school. We would also like to extend a huge
thank you to Mr. & Mrs. Brian Witdouck for their donation of evergreen trees which surround our baseball diamond. Your
generosity is appreciated by students and staff alike!

God grant you the light in Christmas,
which is faith;

the warmth of Christmas, which is love;

the radiance of Christmas, which is
purity;
the righteousness of Christmas, which
IS justice;

the belief in Christmas, which is truth;

the all of Christmas, which is Christ.

--Wilda English







