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Principal’s Message

Last month we celebratedthe 50"Anni ver sary of St. Catherine’'s School,
renovated building. These celebrations were enjoyed by many, and we repeatedly heard two important messages emerge from
those in attendance. It is said that St . Catherine’s

being a close-knit community in which the spirit of our school is immediately felt by those who enter. This is something to be
proud of. Catholic Education is alive and well in Picture Butte after 50 successful years. This spirit of warmth and sense of
community stems from our deeply rooted foundation of faith.

St. cat her i VisbiwSate®ent o o /
A Christ -centered community of learners working together to achieve
each individual 6s potenti al
We will encourage, support and accept all as we prog ress on our personal, academic
and spiritual journeys.

Based upon the feedback we are hearing, it is evident that our students, parents, and staff are living out the vision that we have for our
school. Thank you for the integral part that each of you play in creating this atmosphere within our school.

On Sunday, November 8, 2009 we will be celebrating Catholic Education together at various local parishes. We look forward to joining you on
this day, and thank you for all that you do to promote and support catholic education in our community.

Sheri Richardson

Acting Principal
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School Council

Below is a Ilist of your parent odbkatoafferhb speci@thankga eothésapbrénssfors f or
representing our parent community.

Kevin Serfas — Chair Anisha Gatner

Jose van Diemen — Vice-Chair Herb Groenenboom

Traci Mack — Secretary Philipp Lammerding

Manna Middleton —Home & School President Kim Marien

Sheila Cook — Teacher Representative Tracy Oosterbroek

Sheri Richardson — Acting Principal Esther Ritz

Terry OTrsmaanel | Catherine Roccatti

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences
- Report cards will be distributed on Friday, November 20, 2009 to both elementary and junior high students.
- Conferences will be held on Tuesday, November 24" (5:00 — 8:00 p.m.) and Wednesday, November 25" (3:30-6:30 p.m.).
Report Cards provide a brief summary of summative grades as well as some additional comments from teachers. Attendance at conferences

provides parents with an opportunity to see first-hand what their children are working on in class, as well as an opportunity to speak directly
to the teacher(s) to gain further insightintot he | earning of their child. Even if you
directly with the teacher may allow you to have a better understanding of some of their particular strengths as a student.
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Curriculum News

PreK

Mwa Ha Ha!!l All the ghouls and boys in the PreK room have had a fantastic October. We collected food to help feed God's
children and gave thanks at our circle time for everything from our dogs and cats to our families and - yes folks - even Mikka
Kippersoff! Each one of our students here shows their individuality on a regular basis! Our kids learned first hand about
"beside, between, under, over, on, etc" as we took our spaghetti squash friends, Stan and Lucy around the school and out
onto the playground. We wrapped up the month with great Halloween antics - carving pumpkins, making our brew and
creating various crafty critters. Did | mention we had fun!!

Kindergarten

October in Kindergarten
The month has truly flown by with daily routines, sharing collections special outings, special events and celebrations:
e Safety City — We learned how to cross streets safely.
Henderson Park Playground- How fun was that!
Thanksgiving Turkeys- They show how grateful we are!
Shel by’ sSheBharedthdr ghexiyl bead collection.
The Corn Maze- The Cow train was a blast!
Halloween activities and Party day- The parade, the chants, the costumes and the awesome food shared with
parents and siblings was a great celebration.
(Special therak&ks” apnd“WCauohdidfon Crunch Shawn”)

The Broomstick Race

The kindergartens continue to learn many things:
e |dentifying and printing capital and lowercase letters
Counting and printing numbers
Drawing and recognizing shapes and colors
Using the Smart Board
Sharing, caring and getting along!

November Show and Teach/ Share is all about our Families.

Grade 1

A few recent highlights from the Grade One classroom include some of our learning in Social Studies. We have begun an
introduction into mapping. We took a tour of the school building and compared it to a map of the school as we went. Next
we carefully noted the layout and furniture of our classroom so we could collaboratively use building blocks to build a
model of our classroom. The children enjoyed finding blocks to represent their desk and chair and to set them in the right
place. We also observed posters of a model and map of a community. The students responded with insight in comparing a
model and a map and organizing the information on a Venn diagram.

In Science and Language Arts we have been exploring seasonal changes and signs of Fall. We were excited to join the
Kindergarten students on a visit to the Corn Maze. We were very fortunate that the weather cooperated! Farmer T. (a.k.a.
Mr. Theo Slingerland) welcomed us and taught us some interesting farm facts that we used to help us successfully navigate
the corn maze. Our brains and our bodies had a great outdoors workout as we also fed the many animals and birds. Both

children and adults were treated to an exhilarating

pumpkin to take home. This added to our exploration of how pumpkins grow.
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Our Halloween Theme, of course, is very exciting and has resulted in some spooky and funny story-telling, songs,

rhymesand make-bel i eve. One thing we know to be true, however, is (
AsweviewourJack-O-Lant erns we wi || diheowoftisr y to | et God’'s | ove s
Grade 2

Social Studies
This past month we have been learning about three different communities in Canada: Igaluit, Saskatoon, and Meteghan.
The students and Mr. McKenzie are getting excited to learn about the early days of these three communities.

Grade 2/3

First off, | would like to thank everyone for the warm welcome to St. Catherine's! | am learning that this school and
community are like a family, and | feel very blessed to be a part of it!

The 2/3 class is currently working on a Curious George unit. The students are learning about writing through Curious
George's silly adventures. We are working on complete sentences, including capital letters on proper nouns and the
beginning of sentences, and

we are working on punctuation.

Thank you once again for the easy transition into your school and community. | am looking forward to the months ahead!
Krystal Ingold

Grade 4/5

The Grade 4/5 class has been working on their writing skills during the month of October. The end result has been a
spooktacular Halloween story. Our writer's workshop has consisted of brainstorming, planning, writing, and sharing.
Amazing ideas and stories have emerged from our young writers. In Social studies, we are continuing to examine our
beautiful province with the grade 4 class and our diverse country with the grade 5 class. Through inquiry and discovery, we
are learning many wonderful things about where we live.

In math both groups are beginning estimating strategies and working on addition and subtraction. The grade 5's main focus
is with decimals, while the grade 4's are working with whole numbers. In Science the grade 4's continue with the 'Waste
and our World' unit, looking at the 4 'R's. The grade 5's will be learning about how electricity is used, how it gets to our
homes, and series and parallel circuits.

Math 7

Over the course of our next month, our grade seven group will be learning about decimals. More specifically, we are going
to work on our mental math (with the assistance of calculators) to foster an understanding of how decimals function when
they are multiplied and divided. It may seem simple, but there are lots of tricky little rules and exceptions! It should be
fun!

Science 7
The Science 7 class is just finishing up Unit A: Interactions and Ecosystems. We will be beginning Unit C: Heat and
Temperature after Remembrance Day.

Grade 8 and 9 Math and Science

Miss. Platt

October was a great month. In grade 8 math we completed Chapter Two: Fraction Operations and will be starting Chapter
Three: Ratios and Rates in the first week of November. Students will be investigating how to identify and represent ratios
and rates and how to create equivalent ratios and rates.

The Grade 8 students just finished writing their Mix and Flow of Matter unit exam. We will begin unit B Cells and Systems at
the beginning of November. Students will explore living things; and identify and apply scientific ideas used to interpret their
general structure, function and organization. | am hoping to have this unit completed by the Christmas holidays.

During the month of OctobertheGr ade 9’ s compl eted Chapter Two: Powers, Expon
Chapter Three: Similar Polygons. Students will use the concept of similarity to compare polygons and draw and interpret
scale diagrams of 2-dimensional shapes.

The Grade 9 students will be writing the unit D: Electrical Principles and Technology exam in the first week of November.
Students will then be introduced to the Space unit where the students will investigate and describe ways that human
understanding of Earth and space has depended on technological development. | am hoping to have this unit completed by
the Christmas holidays.

Junior High Construction

As our first term comes to an end just before Remembrance Day, our second term begins! The next group in the shop is the
grade nines, and considering that this group already has a good deal of experience and is smaller, we should be able to get
into some really neat projects after we do our short safety refresher. Hopefully we can put our new welders to good use!

Junior High Social Studies




Grade 8:

The students have recently completed newspaper articles describing the Crusades. We are now learning about the
philosophy of Humanism and how it shaped the Renaissance.

Grade 9:

We are currently learning about Canada's judicial system. We have participated in a mock sentencing circle, have studied
different types of sentences, and are now focusing on the Youth Criminal Justice Act.

Junior High Foods Our Foods class is looking forward to hosting a cooking
event this Thursday, November 5, at about 2:45. The students will be sharing their favorite recipes with a few appreciated

members of the community!

Cross Countriypdate

In the first season of its existence, St . Catherine’s cross
7 on the Blood Reserve, Standof f. Hosted by Tatsikiisaapo’
consi sted of over 600 runners from across the South Zone. Le

who finished 2™ place out of 93 runners in the Midget Girls category. Brett Oosterbroeok finished 6™ for the Saints out of

121 runners in the Bantom Boys category, while Broek Murray placed 7" out of 122 runners in the Juvenile Boys category. A

speci al congratulations also goes out to the rest of St . C
include Tyler Vaerenbergh, Gabby Davies, Josey Fazekas, Laney Stronks, and Nick Altenhofen. Thank you to the parent

drivers for their support on race day. Excellent season Saints!

Miss Annicchiarico

(i /T GKSNAYSQa {Af Syl ! dzOliAzy
Mark Your Calendar —Saturday, April 24™ More Information to be sent out at a later date!!

School Fees
Just a reminder that school fees are now due. Please contact the office if you need to make payment arrangements.

Provincial Achievement Test Results
The PAT results from Spring 2009 are now available for pick-up in the office. If your child wrote achievement tests last

school year and you are interested in viewing the provincially recorded results, please contact the office to make
arrangements to pick up this information or have it sent to you.

{GdzZRSY i [/ 2dzy OAf t NBaARSyiQa aSaal 3§

Hel |l o St. Cat hari ne’ syourStudem Colingill PeesidentV \lerhavé/hadea Igreatistare to thd12009-
2010 year. First of all | would like to thank everyone for their donations and support for the Terry Fox Run. It turned out to
be a great success! | know all of the students and parents enjoyed watching the teachers slide through the jello. | would
also like to mention that both of our volleyball teams have had a great start to the volleyball season and have been working
very hard. Both boys and girls teams are at the top of the
against each other in a pep rally to get ready for the upcoming counties and zones. We also had a great turnout for the
Thanksgiving Food Drive collecting lots of food for the hungry and we collected enough food to tape Miss. Richardson to the
wall! The 50" Anniversary Celebration was a huge success! We had a lot of parents and special guests attend to help us
celebrate such a special occasion, | would like to thank them for that! We had a successful Halloween Carnival — thanks to
all the junior high students who helped organize an afternoon filled with fun Halloween activities.




School Photos

Thankyouforgi vi ng me the opportunity to take the school photos.
When printing the same photo, some were dark and some were too light, and others were perfect. If you have concerns
with your prints or printing from the DVD, please contact me directly and | will take care of the problem. Contact me by:
Email: jose@josephotography.ca

Phone: 403-738-4710

Cell: 403-330-6021

Sincerely,

José Van Diemen

José Photography
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NOTES FROM OUR CENTRAL OFFICE!!

G¢SEf Ay -TindeNb thelEPedld ©Our Parents/Guardians

The division is looking for “stories” from our parent
school s. You can @ ”"ormlni e et ahithfivesa.tolyspidivab.taRai ptowdde (
a paper copy to your school principal answering any or all of the questions below:

1. What do you | ove about your child’ s school ?

2. Describea ti me where a staff member at the school we

your child to learn a new skill, or try something different?
3. How is Catholic Education making a difference in your child's life?
4. How has current assessment practice inspired your child to want to learn more?

5.  How is your child's school meeting the needs of your "21st Century" child?

Your responses, which can apply to either this year o
Our Story” br bwidgaHereld will besh¢lping uk piblish #it coming January 2010. Please
record your name and the name of your child’s school

free to contact Anisha Gatner at (403) 327-9555.

Thank you in advare for your responses, and your continued support of the Holy Spirit School Division.

NOTICE OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF RELIGIOUS PERMEATION

The Alberta Human Rights Aetquires a school board to give notice to a parent or guardian when courses of
study, education programs, institutional materials, instruction or exercises include subject matter that deals
primarily and explicitly with religion.

All of the schools in this district are Catholic Separate Schools, the essential purpose of which is to fully
permeate Catholic theology, philosophy, practices and beliefs, the principles of the Gospel and teachings of the
Catholic Church, in all aspects of school life, including in the curriculum of every subject taught, both in and
outside of formal religion classes, celebrations and exercises.

Every course of study and educational program, all institutional materials, instruction and exercises will at all
times include subject matter that deals primarily and explicitly with religion.

1st Holy CommuniorPreparation
We are once again preparing to offer our Ukrainian Greek Catholic 1st Communion preparation program i fi We
Ar e Chi | dr €lheprogfam ihtiodydastChildren to the holy mysteries of Baptism, Chrismation,
Eucharist and Repentance (Confession). The program also introduces the Divine Liturgy to children. Once
children have completed the program they are ready to celebrate their 1** Confession and their 1% Holy -
Communion. Please contact Fr Gary at Ss Peter & Paul Parish in Lethbridge, 403-330-6969, for further details.



http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/

