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Principal s Message:

On Friday, January 8" I went back to school. Yes, you heard
'me right. 1, the Principal of Ecole St. Mary School am a
i student once again, enrolled in graduate studies at Gonzaga
' University. For the next two years, along with thirteen others | !
.W|II attend classes for ten hours every other Friday and
'Saturday at a location here in Lethbridge. Having been a
' principal for 11 years | thought it was time to go back and learn !
| about all the latest research and developments in education and
by staying in the role of !
rwonderful new ideas to our school as | go along.

So thatodés how 1611 be spe:
few months but what | really wanted to share with you is what | |
was reminded of as | started that first class last week.

Leading up to that Friday | had a lot of anxiety. Many
thoughts popped into my mi!
this?0, AWill my teacher b:
AHow wi || |l get along wit hi
many other feelings were really in question as | walked in the
door that first day. After being certain that | was ready to take
 this brave new step to advance my learning and understanding,
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| was suddenly not so sure if | was doing the right thing.

| These feelings of anxiety and apprehension are really no

' different than those of a child on the first day of school or for
.someone moving to a school for the first time. As human

' 'beings we are always unsure about new things until we get

r comfortable with them. And how does a child become

r comfortable in a new situation at school? By being included
rand accepted by others. If your teacher welcomes you with
ropen arms and shows how much they care about you every day,
1 you will strive in their class. If your peers respect you and

' show genuine care and concern for your well being you will
 feel at home in your school. It really is that simple.

' Lucky for me I quickly came to realize that | have a fantastic
'teacher and advisor named Dr. Fein and a class full of
wonderful people who are going to help and support me all year
‘long. Knowing this I easily answered my first question. Of
rcourse | can do it.

This is what we all want for each and every student who

attends our school.

Ecole St. Mary School
422 20 Street South
Lethbridge, Alberta

T1J 2V5
Phone: 403 - 327 - 3098
Fax: 403 - 329- 8865
www.holyspirit.ab.ca/st.mary
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School Council Meeting
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Monday, February 15
Family Day Holiday i No school

Tues., Feb. 16 and Wed., Feb. 17
School Closed
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New Drop i off / Pick-up Area on 5" Avenue South

Starting Monday, February 1% the parking spaces adjacent to the school along 5" Avenue South will be desig-
nated as after school bus parking and student drop off / pick up areasThe 2 busses that currently park in

the Catholic Central High School lot will now park in front of the 2 busses that park on 5™ Avenue South. The

rest of the parking spaces from the front bus to the entrance into the staff parking lot (about 6 or 7 spaces) will

be designated as fALoading Zoneo. Students that
school through the gym foyer doors. Please pay close attention to the signage in this area as violators will be
ticketed.

As we all know, it is very busy in the streets before and after school. We regularly discuss and re-evaluate our

safety procedures. We thank each of you for cooperating with us in making our school community a safe and
caring environment.

/\ KINDERGARTEN AND PRE -KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATIONS FOR THE 2010 - 2011 SCHOOL YEAR
jee

Children who turn five by December 31, 2010 are eligible to start Kindergarten in September 2010. We currently
have the Kindergarten program offered only in the mornings from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. If parents wish to have their
Kindergarten child stay for the full day there will be an afternoon Kinderplay program offered in English and French Immersion.
There is a fee for the afternoon program.
Children who turn three or four by December 31, 2010 are eligible to start the Pre-Kindergarten morning program offered in
English and French Immersion in September 2010. There is a fee for the morning program.
Please remembertobringyourc hi | dés Birth Cert i fi c aanhdeahe naret)t addeeds,iand phdhe@npnibér s ma |

(s) of emergency person(s). Registering your child(ren) early assists us with the planning process for next year.

v Ecole St. Mary School is now accepting NEW REGISTRATIONS for the coming school year in the English and
&\\\\) French Immersion classes for Kindergarten and Pre-Kindergarten programs.

NEW GRADE 1 TO 6 REGISTRATIONS FOR THE 201071 2011 SCHOOL YEAR

NEW GRADE 1 - 6 REGISTRATIONS to Ecole St. Mary School in the English and French Immersion Programs will be accepted
after February 8, 2010. Pl ease remember to bring your <childés Birth C
address, and phone number(s) of emergency person(s) and current report card when registering.

CURRENT GRADE 1 TO 6 STUDENTS FOR THE 2010- 2011 SCHOOL YEAR

Students who presently are enrolled in Kindergarten tso Gr
current information in early February. This assi stuwningis wi t
the fall. If you are unsure if your child will be returning please complete the form as requested, and inform the school of your

decision as soon as possible. Please return the form by March 1, 2010.

GRADE SIX STUDENTS REGISTRATION FOR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Grade Six students will be given registration forms for St. Francis Junior High School after their orientation visit on Wednesday,
February 10,2010.Regi stration forms for Grade 7 should be submitte
2010.

St. Francis Junior High School will hold a Parent Orientation meeting on _Monday, March 8, 2010 at 7:00 p.min their

gymnasium.

The Edible Cityd How To Grow Food in Urban Areas
The presenter is Ron Berezan, The Urban Farmer from Edmonton, Alberta.
Thursday, March 11, 2010,7:000 9: 00 pm at the University of Lethbridg
Space is limited. To Register please contact Lisa Mitchell at 403-388-6677
The program is being sponsored by Lethbridge Healthy Communities




NEWSLETTER ONLINE

The Monthly Newsletter will be available online at  www.holyspirit.ab.ca/st.mary. Parents are encouraged to
sign up for the newsletter which will then be automatically sent to their email inbox.
When on the £col e St. Mary School homepage there wildl be

where the home email address will be entered. Click on Go and watch for the newsletter in the future. This will
enable the school to save on paper by not sending a hard copy home. Please help us save trees.

MORNING AND AFTER SCHOOL SUPERVISION

Children are supervised at all times during the school day, beginning 15 minutes before the start of classes and
continuing until 15 minutes after dismissal. PLEASE DO NOT DROP OFF YOUR CHILDREN BEFORE 7:45 A.M. and
PICK THEM UP NO LATER THAN 3:10 P.M. Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds under any
circumstances unless a parent or guardian comes to pick them up and signs them out at the office.

PARKING DURING SCHOOL HOURS
There is NO_parking in the alley across the street from the school or in the bus zone during school hours. Be
aware that tickets will be issued for parking violations.

OUTDOOR RECESSES
Our students go outside during morning and lunch recess. Students are kept inside if the temperature drops
below 015 C or if it is raining. Please provide appropriate clothes for your child to wear for the weather.

HOLY SPIRIT Holy Spirit Catholic Schools Registration &J

S
Pre- Kindergarten and Kindergarten Registration i On Now /’/
o Pre- Kindergarten is designed to stimulate the growing curiosity of children
three (3) and four (4) years of age.
cxmHOLICSCHOOLS Kindergarten is designed for children five (5) years of age on, or before,
December 31, 2010.
If your child requires specialized programming please contact Michelle MacKinnon, Early
Learning Coordinator, at (403) 327 -9555. You may al so wish to |sch
Checkupdé for your child. See the 0Grow Along Wi
to schedule an appointment in your community.

New Student Registration Week i February 8 - 12, 2010
Pl ease contact the school to register your da¢hil
certificate and baptismal certificate. For information about school programs, contact

Anisha Gatner at (403) 327 -9555, or visit the division website (  www.holyspirit.ab.ca ).

Christ - centred learning communities
where students are cherished Register Early
and achieve their potential Enrolment is Limited




LENTEN CELEBRATIONS

The season of Lent is a time of preparation for the celebration of the Resurrection of Christ at Easter, the most important feast of our faith. We have
liturgical celebrations each week during Lent to increase our awareness and to help in our spiritual renewal. All celebrations will take place in the
school gymnasium, and parents and guardians are welcome to attend. Following is the schedule of celebrations:

First Lenten Celebration  Monday, February 22 9:30 a.m.
2nd Lenten Celebration  Tuesday, March 2 2:15 p.m.
3rd Lenten Celebration Wednesday, March 10 11:15am.
4th Lenten Celebration Thursday, March 18 1:00 p.m.
5th Lenten Celebration Friday, March 26 11:45 a.m.
Holy ThursdayGood Friday Thursday, April 1 10:30 a.m.

ECOLE ST. MARY SCHOOL REACHES OUT TO HELP OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN NEED
HAITI RELIEF
Ecole St. Mary Bake Sale and Haiti Collection Jar:
The Bake Sale hosted by Ecole St. Mary Staff raised $591.25 for the Red Cross Haiti Relief. We also collected

donations from staff, students and families at Ecole St. Mary for a grand total of $1431.25, all of which will be

donated to help our brothers and sisters struggling to recover from the devastating earthquake in Haiti.

HEARTS FOR HAITI

ECOLE St. Mary School will be selling red_silicone bracelets that read DHearts for Haiti DZor $2.00, with all

the monies raised going towards Red Cross in Haiti. The bracelets will be arriving on Monday, February 8 just in

ti me for Valentineds Day. Our students will be selling the
bracelets will also be sold at the Winter Carnival and at the Scholastic Book Fair in March. They will also be

available anytime at the school office. Support ~ DHearts for Haiti DZnd purchase a red bracelet for $2.00. Thank

you.
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On Thursday, February 25 from 5:30 i 7:00 pm, the School Parent Council invites everyone to come out and raise

money for the Grade 5 Ski Trip and the Grade 6 Outdoor Education Trip. Our annual carnival event is a

celebration of fun and games, along with prizes and a cake walk! Come on out for the fun and celebrate winter with

the money raised going towards a great cause. We also have some fantastic grand prize draws. eg, ski passes to

Castl e Mountain, a gift certificate for Gas King and much

your name and phone number at the office. Thank you.

To All Parents:

All parents are invited to attend our School Parent Council meetings. The next scheduled
meeting is Thursday, February 11, 2010. Please come out and share your ideas. Your input is

important. The meetings take place in the Staff Room at 7:00 pm.



A New Year 6s PrayeinlAPRAYER FOR VALENTINES DAY
\ot maghifgirzga;guy?r‘éw‘;?{ ;O?g%g’;:g;am Most Gracious Heavenly Father You gave Saint
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; Val?ntme the courage_ to Wltr_le§s to Fhe_QOSpel_ of
Not by making your path easy, Christ, even to the point of giving his life for it.
But by making you sturdy to travel any path; Help us to endure all suffering for love of you, and
Not by taking hardships from you, to seek you with all our hearts; for you alone are the
NO‘?E;bS’r;z't‘i':g ;i%f;%‘:;ﬁgr‘]"’sﬂﬁg‘gi?ne source of life and love. Grant that we may have the
But by keeping your face bright, even in the courage and Ipve to be strong witnesses of your
shadows: truth to our friends and family and to the whole
Not by making your life always pleasant, world. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
But by showing you \{vhen people_ and their causes need you most | [ your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the
And by making you anxious to be there to help. Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Amen

NEWS FROM SPECIAL EDUCATION

The Holy Spirit School Division haSpecial Education Advisory CoungiK A OK Y SSG & NX3dzZ F NI & G GKS
(i.e. the Holy Spirit Board Office). This group looks at trends in the area of Special Education in the province andapply tteey
our school division, and helps to set the direction of Special Education service for our students. There are also infeessaiion
and opportunities to share experiences.

TheSpecial Education Advisory Coungiélcomes all parents, particularly those who have children with special needs, to attend
the meetings. They are held from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and include supper. Here is the schedule of meetings for thisachool
CS o0 NXzZk NB o I (Chamged frof origivandate dfJuvudry 21, 2010)
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Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds:

As part of our continued effort to build healthy bodies and healthy minds, we welcome Darin Gibson, from
Legacy Tae Kwon Do, as a guest teacher in our school. He will be here Tuesday afternoons and each class
from Grades one to six will receive two Tae Kwon Do sessions over the next couple of months.

House Team Update

Thank you to the wonderful families at £cole St. Mary School for
Congratulations to the White Wolves for donating the most items.

Congratulations to the Gray Whales for their participation in the Christmas Clothing Day and to the Brown Mustangs for
returning the most Library books after Christmas.

The winners of the Door Decorating Contest:
e 1 place White Wolves

e 2" place Black Bears

e 3" place Orange Tigers

Keep up the great work House Teams and remember to keep accumulating the points for your team as we have a big prize for
the winning house team for the year.

February Events:

February 12 0 Red/ White Day for Valentines and Team Canada - 5 points for each colour or 15 points for wearing both.
February 26 - Pajama Dayfi 5 points for wearing your pajamas to school.




MONTHLY ATTENDANCE DRAW

Ward Bros. Construction Ltd., has donated two (2) $20.00 cash prizes each month this year for those students

with perfect attendance. Every student with no missed days and no late arrivals will have a chance to be entered

for a prize. The draws will take place at the monthly assembly. In November we had 148 students with perfect
attendance and no lates. The lucky winners for the November draw were: Michael Huang from 3HE and Livia
Kadezabek from KSI. In December we had 115 students with perfect attendance and no lates. The lucky
winners for the December draw were: Jaden Briscoe in 1IME and Adam Fast in 6Y1.

Breakfast 4 Breakfast 0 Pancake Breakfast

The Winston Churchill High School Interact Club will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast for all students
of Ecole St. Mary Elementary School on Monday, March 8th . Proceeds will be going towards the St.
Mary Elementary Breakfast Program. More information will be sent home beforehand.

All Grade 6112 Students are Invited to
St . Marthads Parish Youth Group Actiwv
on Thursday, February 11, 2010 from #0600 PM
Bring a Friend
St. Marthads Parish
355 Columbia Blvd. W.
Lethbridge AB
If you would like more information call Jennifer at 403318891

CCHS presents Peter Pan (The Musical)

Come |l earn to dAflyodo with Pet eQCH Edydantdwith yo family ase | i
we present our latest production. Peter Pan runs March 5-6 and March 9 -13 at 7:30 pm and
Sunday, March 7 & Saturday, March 13 at 1:30 pm. Tickets (reserved seating) are $15.00 for
evening performances and $10 for matinees, available only at the CCH office, so get your tickets

early to get the seat that works for you. Group rates are available. Ticket sales start Feb 4. For

more information contact Mark Nixon at 403-327-4596. Looking forward to seeing you in Never-

Never Land!

THANK YOU TO THE KIWANIS CLUB OF LETHBRIDGE FOR THEIR ONGOING SUPPORT OF THE
BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROGRAMS AT ECOLE ST. MARY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. THIS IS A
WONDERFUL BENEFIT FOR MANY OF OUR STUDENTS.

RECYCLI NG FUNDRAI SER FOR THE GRADE 6086S

When anyone takes their recyclables (bottles, cans, milk jugs) to the Rehabilitation Society and mentions Ecole
St. Mary those funds will be forwarded to the Grade 6 classes to benefit the classes in field trips and other
activities. Any and all donations are appreciated.

CROSSING THE STREET
Be safe when crossing the street. Please do not cross the street between the busses. This is very dangerous.
Letds be role models for our children and show them how toc




February 2010

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 No school | 2 3 Resiliency 4 5
PreK and Program Grade 4,5,6 |
Kindergarten 12:36 3:00 Science Fair
Early Native Dance
Dismissal 3:00-4:00 pm

1:50 pm BOYsé BB Gl RL6S Bl goyss 8B

i at St. Pa| GAME-atSt. Pa| at Assumption Schg
Staff Meeting | 45pm School4-5 pm 45 pm

7 8 9 10 11 12
Feast Of
Native Dance Our Lady of
3:00-4:00 pm Lourdes

BOYSO6 BB . .
at st. pal G/ RL&S B| School Council

45 pm GAME -at St. Paf  mtg.7:00 pm
School4-5 pm
16 17 18 19
FAMILY Ash R
Val ent DAY Wednesday Teacher sbo
Day Convention
g School Closed
21 22 23 24 25
First Lenten gtOPgu‘lsaog St MirB
1st Sunday S'ESrC\)IIZ?\/I Native Dance school45 pm Y
Of ' 3:00-4:00 pm _
Lent GIRL6s B|BPV30 B5GIRLOS B Cg;,;/iigl
dat St. Mal GAME-FLVT at
GAME - Assumptiq - . .
at St. Mary45 pm | - F" St. Mary 45 pm | 5307 7:00 pim
28
2nd Sunday
Of
Lent




