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A Message From Mr. Miller, 

 

 òLive today as if itõs your last!  There has never been one like it and there never will be 

again.ó  And with that Fr. Larry McLennan finished the story he shared during his homily at Christ 

our Saviour parish in Prince George, B.C., my old stomping grounds.  As I do with most inspirational 

messages, I related this story to my work with children.  The story, which I will share with you, 

reminds me of how the beauty of Godõs creation is around us all the time. 

 That particular Sunday morning blessed us with a magnificent sunrise and Fr. Larry was 

reminded of the beautiful mornings in Takla when he worked there as a parish priest.  A quiet 

native gentleman made it his job to start the fire each morning in the cabin where Fr. Larry 

stayed.  Morning after morning this man came to the cabin and started the fire, and when the 

weather was good would sit on an old log in front of the rectory near the lake and watch the sun 

rise over the mountains.  Fr. Larry often wanted to approach the man and ask what he was thinking 

but was reluctant to do so.  Finally, one morning he decided to go out. 

 After sitting beside the man for a few minutes he posed a question, òWhat is it that you 

think about as you sit here in the quiet of the morning?ó  The man answered, òI donõt think, I pray.  

I pray with the Creator who is in that sunrise.  Each day, as the sun comes up it blesses the 

mountains as itõs light hits them.  Then it blesses the trees and the other plants.  Then it blesses 

the animals that live in this forest.  Then it blesses this lake and all the fish that live in the lake.  

Then, as itõs rays stretch across this valley, it blesses my village and all the people who live in it.  

And it does this every single day.  For each day is itõs own.  There has never been one like it and 

there never will be again.ó 

 Since that day I give thanks every morning for another day.  No matter what the day 

brings our way, both successes and challenges, God is always with us. 

REMINDER TO PARENTS  

Please, mark your calendars for the following dates: 

NO SCHOOL FOR KINDERGARTEN & KINDERPLAY  

Monday, November 2  

STAFF MEETING -  EARLY DISMISSAL  

Monday, November 2 at 1:50 p.m. 

PHOTO RETAKES 

Thursday, November 6 

CELEBRATION OF PEACE -  REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Tuesday, November 10 at 10:30 AM 

REMEMBRANCE DAY HOLIDAY -  NO SCHOOL  

Wednesday, November 11 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING  

Thursday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m. 

REPORT CARDS SENT HOME  

Friday, November 13 at the end of the day 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  

Monday, November 16 to Thursday, November 19 

 

Continued on page 2  

ENCLOSURES -  PLEASE RETURN 

Parent-Teacher Interview Form Request 

Scholastic Book Fair Volunteer Sign up Form 



SCHOOL COUNCIL  

The CCRP Magazine Fundraiser will be wrapping up on November 2. Are Mr. 

Miller and Mme Boras getting a pie in the face? The next School Council 

meeting is on Thursday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the school staff room. All 

are welcome to attend! Come and have a voice in our decisions. To add anything 

to the agenda, contact Bill Montgomery at 403-320-1047 or 

bill.,montgomery@gov.ab.ca. 

The 2009-2010 School Council Executive members are:  

 CHAIRPERSON  - Bill Montgomery     

VICE-CHAIRPERSONS - James Frey & Cyndi Starzyk-Frey 

TREASURERS - Francesca & Brent Morris    

SECRETARY - Angela Talbot 

NEWS FROM SPECIAL EDUCATION  
The Holy Spirit School Division has a Special Education Advisory Council which meets 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ .ŀǎƛƭΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ όƛŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ .ƻŀǊŘ hŦŦƛŎŜύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
group looks at trends in the area of Special Education in the province, how they apply 
to our school division, and helps to set the direction of Special Education services for 
our students. There are also information sessions and opportunities to share 
experiences. 

The Special Education Advisory Council welcomes all parents, particularly those who 
have children with special needs, to attend the meetings. They are held from 5:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and include supper. Here is the schedule of meetings for this school 
year.  

 ω 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 3, 2009 @ 5:00 p.m.  
ω WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 21, 2010 @ 5:00 p.m.  
ω aŀǊŎƘ 4, 2010 @ 5:00 p.m.  
ω !ǇǊƛƭ 22, 2010 @ 5:00 p.m.  
ω WǳƴŜ 3, 2010 @ 5:00 p.m.  

MORNING AND AFTER SCHOOL SUPERVISION  

Children are supervised at all times during the school day, beginning 15 minutes 

before the start of classes and continuing until 15 minutes after dismissal.  

Please do not drop off your children before 7:45 a.m. and please be sure to pick 

them up no later than 3:10 p.m.   

Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds under any circumstances 

unless a parent or guardian comes to pick them up and signs them out at the 

office.  

REMINDER TO PARENTS CONTINUED  

LAC MEEETING  

Tuesday, November 17 at 6:00 p.m. 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS  

Wed, Nov. 18 & Thurs., Nov. 19 from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

ADMINISTRATION DAY -  NO SCHOOL  

Friday, November 20 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY ñNo classes for students 

Monday, November 23 

INDIAN TACO LUNCH  

Thursday, November 26  

SCHOOL PICTURE RETAKES  

Our picture retake day is scheduled for the morning of Thursday, 
November 6 . If your child was absent on October 21st, or you are 
unsatisfied with their proofs they may have retakes done. If you wish 
retakes the original forms need to be returned notifying the school of the 
desire to have retakes. 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS  

Parent/Teacher interviews have been scheduled for the evenings of 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 and THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

If you have more than one child attending École St. Mary School 

please include their name(s) on the same form and interviews will be 

scheduled close together. Interview request forms to pre-book 

interviews are INCLUDED  with this newsletter. Please return the forms to the 

office by FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6 . The forms with your scheduled times will be 

returned with your childõs report card on FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13 .  

We encourage everyone to participate in our conferences. This creates a team 

between the school and the home making a positive impact in your childõs life and 

education. It is one of the ways of showing them we care. We hope to see many 

new faces at the November interviews and all parents/guardians are welcome.  

Please take the time to check out the LOST & FOUND tables located in the library 

area for items that your child has misplaced or lost.  All unclaimed items after the 

parent/teacher interviews will be boxed and taken to Catholic Charities.  



$ .50   

Juice 

Fruit to Go 

Dadõs Oatmeal Cookies 

Rice Krispies Square 

Jello Pudding 

 

$ .75   

Water 

Chocolate Milk 

 Hot Rods 

Yoghurt Tubes 

Cheese Strings 

Fruitsations 

Small Cheezies 

 

$1.00   

Flavoured Water 

Ice Cream Sandwiches 

Corn Dogs 

Burritos 

Sun Chips 

Munchies 

Pizza Pops 

 

$1.25   

5 pack Hot Rods 

 

$1.50  

Chimichanga 

MONTHLY ATTENDANCE DRAW  

Ward Brothers Construction Ltd., has donated two (2) $20.00 cash prizes each month this 

year for those students with perfect attendance. Every student with no missed days and no 

lates will have a chance to be entered for a prize. The draws will take place at the monthly 

assembly. In October we had 139  students with perfect attendance and no lates. The lucky 

winners for the October draw were: Allysan Siewert from 2GI and Cyntia DeLeon Moscoso 

from 1MI.  

Hot Lunch Coordinator  

We are looking to fill the position of volunteer Hot Lunch 

Coordinator. Michele Montgomery has been doing this for 

several years now, but work commitments are preventing her from 

continuing this year. However, she is willing to assist the new 

coordinator as needed. If you are interested in learning more about 

how you can help please call Michele Montgomery at: 403-320-1047. 

NATIVE DANCE CLUB  

Native Dance Club will commence Wednesday, October 28. If you 

are interested in participating please contact Mrs. Black Plume 

or Miss Medicine Crane as soon as possible.  

The dance sessions will take place after school from 3:00 - 4:00 

p.m.  

Parents and Guardians are responsible for picking up their chil-

dren promptly at 4:00 p.m.  

 
There is no guarantee that you wonõt catch the Flu, but one of the best ways 

to prevent the spread of germs is to WASH YOUR HANDS.  

BEFORE: 

Preparing and eating meals 

Brushing teeth 

Handling contact lens 

Treating wounds or cuts 

          AFTER:  

         Coughing or sneezing 

         Contact with a person with  

          influenza      

         Toileting or changing diapers 

FNMI Parent Advisory Committee Meeting  

The First Nations, Metis, Inuit (FNMI) Parent Advisory Committee will be 

meeting on Tuesday, November 3, 2009 at the St. Basilõs Education Centre Board Of-

fice (620-12B Street North) on the third floor. Supper will be served at 

6:00 pm and the meeting is to commence at 6:30 pm. 

 

Please come out and support our efforts to improve our program delivery for your 

childõs academic success. Your input is needed and will be greatly appreciated. 

1st Holy Communion Preparation for Ukrainian Greek Catholics  

We are once again preparing to offer our 1st Communion preparation programñóWe Are 

Children of Lightó. The program introduces children to the holy mysteries of Baptism, 

Chrismation, Eucharist and Repentance (Confession). The program also introduces the Di-

vine Liturgy to children. Once children have completed the program they are ready to cele-

brate their 1st Confession and their 1st Holy Communion. Please contact Fr. Gary at Sts 

Peter & Paul Parish in Lethbridge, 403-330-6969, for further details. 

CANTEEN PRICELIST  

The following items are available from the canteen during 

the lunch recess.  



In Flanders Fields  

by John McCrae, May 1915 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow  
Between the crosses, row on row,  

That mark our place; and in the sky  
The larks, still bravely singing, fly  

Scarce heard amid the guns below.  

We are the Dead. Short days ago  
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  

Loved and were loved, and now we lie  
In Flanders fields.  

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe:  

To you from failing hands we throw  
The torch; be yours to hold it high.  

If ye break faith with us who die  

We shall not sleep,  
though poppies grow  

In Flanders fields.  

 

 

 

 

PLEASE WEAR A POPPY  

(excerpt from a poem written by Don Crawford)  

 

And so when we see a poppy worn,  

Let us reflect on the burden borne,  

By those who gave their very all  

When asked to answer their countryôs call 

That we at home in peace might live.  

Then wear a poppy! Remember -  and give!  

 

òTelling Our Storyóé 

The school division is looking for òstoriesó from parents and 

guardians about the good work that takes place in our 

schools. Your responses, which can apply to either this year 

or the last school year, may be used in the annual òTelling 

Our Storyó brochure that will be published in January 2010. 

Check out the school division website at 

www.holyspirit.ab.ca for the survey requesting parents and 

guardians to share their testimonials about Catholic 

Education. 

HOUSE TEAM UPDATE  

Congratulations to the Golden Hawks for winning the Monthly Pizza Party in September! 

Congratulations to the following teams for their fantastic participation in the October House 

Team Events 

Team Colour Day:  Silver Dolphins with 160 points. 

Drive Away Hunger:   Orange Tigers with 860 Points 

Upcoming Events  

November 9 & 19:  Students will earn 2 point for wearing a poppy. 

November 18 & 19:  Students will earn 5 points for their parents attending Parent Teacher 

Interviews. 

November 30 :  Crazy Hair Day ð The students will earn 10  points for coming to school with 

crazy hair. 

The House team activity on November 30 will be a Christmas Door Decorating Contest. 

CELEBRATION OF PEACE  

Please join us in our òCelebration of Peaceó for 

Remembrance Day on Tuesday, November 10 at 

10:30 a.m. in the gym.  

FCC Drive Away Hunger  

In recognition of World Food Day on October 16, our school participated in the Farm 

Credit Canada FCC Drive Away Hunger Program by collecting donations of food for people 

who are hungry in our area. Thanks to all the wonderful families in our school we gathered 

868 pounds  of food to benefit the Food Banks in Lethbridge. 



To the Attention of the 

family that gave the dog 

away at the Family BBQ in 

September. The new family needs 

the record of vaccinations for the dog 

and would like you to contact them. 

Please call the school office at 403-

327-3098 to get the contact number. 

SCHOOL ABSENCES  

When your child is absent from school, due to illness,  appointments, holidays, 
or arriving to school late, parents are asked to call the school at 403-327-3098.  

If we do not hear from parents or guardians, we will contact you in the morning 
and the afternoon to have your child excused.  

The students are required to pick up an Admit to Class slip upon their arrival.  

SCHOOL FEES 

The school system charges an annual fee as students are provided 

with the necessary textbooks and some other resource materials 

for classroom instruction. Should a student lose or damage a text, 

parents will be requested to reimburse the school. These fees are 

to be paid at the office either in cash or cheques payable to École 

St. Mary School. The fees for the 2008 ð 09 school year are:

  Textbook rental fee  $41.00 

Student agenda     12.00 

School fee       5.00 

Technology fee       2.00 

Total student fees    $60.00  

PRAYER FOR WORLD 

PEACE 

God of all,  

We come before You praying 

for Peace in our world. 

We pray for Peace in our 

homes,  

Our country and in our 

hearts. 

Help us to be Peacemakers 

in this world.  

We pray for Peace in the 

name of Jesus our Lord. 

AMEN 

 DRESS GUIDELINES FOR SCHOOL  

Students are expected to dress appropriately for all school occasions.  

The guidelines in the Student/Parent Handbook indicates that no tops with spaghetti straps, halter 
tops, muscle shirts, no bare midriffs, and no short shorts are not appropriate wear for the classroom.  

Any shirts that depict violence, inappropriate subject matter, suggestive slogans or graphics are not 
appropriate wear for school.  

Also, shoes must be worn inside the school at all times. Stocking feet are not acceptable.  

Winter days will soon be here! Remember to send your children to school with proper outer wear for the weather condi-
tions.  

Children need to safely have fresh air breaks to stay healthy. Boots, coats, snow pants, a hat and mittens or gloves must 
be worn to enjoy the outdoors. Please ensure that all belongings are labeled with your child's name. The lost and found 
box near the gym is overflowing with clothes! 

Healthy Bodies, Healthy 
Minds 

Our first annual Pumpkin Run 
was held on Thursday, 
October 29th during the 
morning and lunch recesses. 
The students ran across the 
field to earn stickers on 
pumpkin slips. Each trip 
across the field earned them a 
chance to win a pumpkin at 
our Halloween Assembly. 
Some students earned as 
many as fifteen pumpkin slips 
and nine pumpkins were 
donated by Save-On-Foods 
for the draw. 

MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS  

If during the day you need to leave a message for your child with a change in 
after school plans, please call before 2:00 p.m. The students have recess and 
activity time from 2:05 to 2:45 on Wednesdays and Thursdays. It is difficult 
for the office to locate the students during these times. The office staff ap-
preciate your understanding! 

Kindergarten Fundraiser  

 

Santa is coming to École St. Mary School!! 

Your child has the opportunity to have their photo 

taken with Santa. This will help you avoid the long 

line-ups at the mall and to help raise money for the 

Kindergarten classes. Information will be sent home in a 

few weeks. 
 



Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  F r i  Sa t  

1 
All Saints 

Day  

2 All Souls/All 

Saints Celeb. 11:15  

Early Dismissalñ

1:50 
No School for  

Kindergarten or PreK  

3 

 
6:00 PMñFNMI 

Parent Advisory 

Committee  

4 

 
 

Native Dance  

3ñ4 PM 

5 
 

Orange Tigers  

Pizza Party 

 

6   
 

Photo Retakes  

Postponed  

7 

8  Catholic  

Education  

Sunday  

9 
 
 

All students wear a 

poppy to earn house 

team points  

10 
Remembrance  

Day Celebration  

10:30 AM  

11 
Remembrance  

Day  

No School  

12 

 
 

7:00 PMñSchool  

Council  

13 
Report Cards  

Sent Home  

14 

15 16 17 

 
 

6:00 PM 

LAC Meeting  

18 

 
Native Dance  

3ñ4 PM 

Parent/Teacher Int.  

19 

 
Wear a poppy for  

team points  
Parent/Teacher Int.  

20 
School Closed  

No School for  

Students  

21 
Presentation of  

Mary  

22 
Christ The 

King  

23 
Professional  

Development 

Day  

No Classes  

24 25 

 
 

Native Dance  

3ñ4 PM 

26 
 

Indian Taco  

Lunch  

27 28 

29 
1st Sunday  

Of 

Advent  

30 
Crazy Hair  

Day  

 

     

ÉCOLE ST. MARY SCHOOL CALENDAR  
NOVEMBER / NOVEMBRE 2009  

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR NOV. 16 ñ19 


