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On September 21 st , along with Mrs. Boras and three other staff members I attended the funeral of Brock Vielle, a 10 year 

old boy who was a grade 4 student at our school.  As a school principal and father it was heart wrenching to participate in 

such a devastating event, ending a young, vibrant life.  The funeral, which was officiated by an elder, was a beautiful mix o f 

Catholic faith and Blackfoot culture.  Traditional òsmudgingó of the body was the most poignant part of the ceremony and 

the family expressed great appreciation that we attended to grieve with them.  

After the funeral service we joined the procession at the grave site where additional prayers were shared before the body 

was laid to rest.  My attention drew to Steven, Brockõs father, as the casket was slowly being lowered into the ground.  His 

silent pain was obvious.  Having young children of my own, I couldnõt imagine what he was going through at that moment. 

Then, as tradition calls for in the Blackfoot culture, we gathered for a meal.  The family members, those who were the 

closest to Brock, served each and every guest.  It gave them an opportunity to thank everyone who was there to support 

them.  It was amazing to me that they did this.  They must have been exhausted from previous few days.  But they did it all 

with great humility and gratitude.  

The day after the funeral Brockõs brothers, Steven and Ethan returned to school.  The parents felt that this was the best 

place for them and knew that great care and concern would be given to the boys.   The news of Brockõs funeral and death 

had already been shared with the staff and students and I was very proud of how our community welcomed them back with 

such care and compassion. 

Yes, our school is a place where we strive for academic excellence and continued student growth and success.  But we are 

so much more than that.  We are also a place where life happens.  Each and every member of our school community will be 

affected by the successes and failures we experience.  It is these daily happenings that really make us who we are.  

As we continue throughout this year together I know that lots will happen in the lives of the 300 

families who make up our school community.  There will be many joys and sorrows.  Please know 

that we are here to support you in any way we can.  

May God bless each of you.  

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRINCIPAL -   MR. MILLER  

 Newsletter & Calendar October 2009  

Bulletin dõInformation et Calendrier Octobre 2009              

École St. Mary School  

422 20 Street South  

Lethbridge, Alberta  

T1J 2V5  

Phone: 403 - 327 - 3098  

Fax: 403 - 329 - 8865  

 www.holyspirit.ab.ca/st.mary  

REMINDER TO PARENTS  

Please mark your calendars for the 

following dates:  

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION  

Friday, October 9 at 11:45 a.m.  

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY  

Monday, October 12  

PD DAYñNO CLASSES FOR STUDENTS  

Tuesday, October 13  

LAC MEETING  

Thursday, October 8  at 6:00 p.m.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING  

Thursday, October 8 at 7:00 p.m.  

GOTCHA ASSEMBLY  

Friday, October 30  

 



Peanut Warning:  Some students in our school have varying degrees of allergies to peanuts.  In order to accommodate them, we have a 

òpeanut- freeó table in our lunch room.   If your child has a peanut allergy and requires more accommodations than this, please contact your  

childõs teacher directly.  We will do our best to work as a team to meet your childõs needs and ensure their safety. 

ALL SAINTS ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH  

 There will be an orientation and registration session for all new and current altar servers, Grades 4 and up that wish to ser ve at 

any of the three churches - Our Lady of the Assumption, St. Patrickõs and St. Basilõs.  

 The session will take place on Sunday, October 4th from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at St. Patrickõs Church. Further training sessions will 

be announced at this orientation and in the Parish bulletin. Please confirm your attendance by October 2nd by calling Mrs. Ma nzara at 

403 -320 -5726  or email:  hamanzara@msn.com.

LUNCH IN THE CLASSROOM AND MICROWAVES  

All students are supervised over the lunch hour and microwaves are available in the school. Students have 20 minutes to eat t heir lunch 

and more if they require it. It is important to know that the use of microwaves is for heating up food for students that only  requires 30 

- 45 seconds. Microwaves are NOT  for heating up frozen foods that require 2 - 5 minutes of heating per item. We would like to thank 

parents for their support and cooperation with this issue.   

SUPERVISION  

Children are supervised at all times during the school day, beginning 15 minutes before the start of classes and continuing u nti l 15 minutes after dis-

missal. Please do not drop off your children before 7:45 a.m. and please be sure to pick them up no later than 3:10 p.m.  Par ent s who are picking up their 

children after the school day are asked to meet them in the gym foyer. The door between CCH and our school on 5th Avenue open s at 2:30 p.m. If your 
plans have changed throughout the day please contact the office prior to 2:00 p.m. so we may get the message to the student b efo re       
dismissal. Students are not permitted to leave the school grounds under any circumstances unless a parent or guardian comes to pick them  up and signs 

them out at the office.  

H1N1 UPDATE  

 

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools continue to work with Alberta Health and Wellness and Alberta Education to provide information a nd resources to staff, 

students and parents regarding H1N1. Please find a link containing information for school administrators, as well as public i nfo rmation products for 

distribution to schools, students and parents at http://www.education.alberta.ca/admin/resources/healthandsafety/h1n1.aspx.  This information may be 

downloaded, copied, and printed. Please note, the Public Health Agency of Canada is not recommending the closure of schools a t t his time, even if a 

confirmed case of H1N1 Influenza Virus is identified in a school. Alberta Education and Alberta Health and Wellness will cont inue to work closely to 

provide timely and accurate information to ensure the health and safety of all students and staff.  



SCHOOL COUNCIL FUNDRAISER  

 The School Council is having a fundraiser with Canadian 

Community Reading Plan Inc.  The Magazine Kickoff will be held at 

the October 9 Assembly where the students will receive 

information about the process.  

 This magazine program helps schools and groups raise funds 

through selling renewal, new and gift magazines subscriptions. When 

you purchase through this program, 40% of the subscription price 

remains with the school. You may also renew all of your current 

magazine orders.  

 CCRP does not endorse òdoor-to -dooró selling and 

encourages the students to contact family and friends.  Please take 

the time to look over the information your child will be bringing 

home about this fundraiser.  

  

The students will receive 2 points for 
their house team for every subscription 
they sell!  

 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES  

 

Parentsñthere are brochures and information in the office for many activities within the Lethbridge community. Some examples are : KidSport, Judo, 

Track & Field, Sports Camps, Summer Camps, Swimming, Skating, Piano Lessons, French Language classes for parents offered at A gnes Davidson School. 

There is also MedicAlert forms to apply for Free medical Identification services for children age 4 ñ14. 

Please realize that you or your child are welcome to stop in the office at any time to request any of this information.  

HOMEROOM CLASSES FOR THE 2009/10 SCHOOL YEAR  

Kindergarten  English - KFE  Miss A. Fox  

  French  - KSI   Mrs. K. Semenuik 

Grade 1 English - 1ME  Mrs. T. Mead  

  English - 1NE  Mrs. A. Nemecek  

  French - 1MI   Mme J. Merriman  

  French - 1WI   Mme H. Walshe  

Grade 2 English - 2WE Mrs. A. Williams  

  English - 2ME  Mrs. D. Matz  

  French - 2GI   Mr. T. Gross    

Grade 3 English - 3HE  Mrs. L. Herbers  

  Frenchñ3NI   Mlle J. Niven  

  French - 3WE  Mme M. Wensveen 

Grade 4 English - 4DE  Miss L. Dickson/Mrs. T. Wiggers  

  French - 4MI   Mme L. McCormack 

  Englishñ4/5TE  Mr. R. Tratch  

Grade 5 English - 5/6SE  Miss S. Sampath  

  French - 5BI   Mr. S. Baptista  

Grade 6 English - 6GE  Mrs. A. Greeno  

  French - 6YI   Mme K. Yearous 

Special Education  English Mrs. I. Malik  

French Immersion    Mrs. K. Bouchard  

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION  

Our Thanksgiving Celebration will be held on Friday, 

October 9 at 11:45 a.m. in the school gymnasium. 

Please join us to celebrate what we are thankful 

for. All are welcome.  



THANKSGIVING DELIGHTS  

 

On Thanksgiving Day weõre 
thankful for  

Our blessings all year through, 
For family we dearly love,  

For good friends, old and new.  

For sun to light and warm our days,  
For stars that glow at night,  

For trees of green and skies of blue, 
And puffy clouds of white.  

Weõre grateful for our eyes that see 
The beauty all around, 

For arms to hug, and legs to walk, 
And ears to hear each sound. 

The list of all weõre grateful for 
Would fill a great big book;  

Our thankful hearts find new delights  
Everywhere we look!  

 

By Joanna Fuchs  

 

HOUSE TEAM UPDATE  

 We are continuing our òhouse teamsó this year and will continue with 10 teams. The concept is made up 

of the following:  

Every student in the school has been placed on one of the 10 teams. Each team is named after an animal. The 

team names are Brown Mustangs, Black Bears, White Wolves, Silver Dolphins, Blue Sharks, Red Robins, Gray 

Whales, Orange Tigers, Golden Hawks, and the Green Gators.  

The teams are mixed with students from each grade level. Students will remain on their team for the 

entire school year.  

Students will have an opportunity to earn points for their team and the team that totals the most points 

will be rewarded with a special activity at the end of the month.  

The point system will be organized through our already popular GOTCHA program. When awarded a coupon, 

the student will write their name, grade and team on it.  

GOTCHA coupons will be awarded for a variety of reasons, including day to day positive and helpful 

behaviour, and participating in co -curricular and intramural activities.  

HOUSE TEAMS EVENTS FOR OCTOBER  

OCTOBER 5ñ9  Drive Away Hunger  

Students will earn 5 points for every food item that they bring to drive away hunger.  

OCTOBER 9 

Magazine Kick-Off ñStudents will earn 2 points for every subscription sold.  

ASSEMBLY ACTIVITY October 30     Wrap the Mummy Contest  

Each team will try and wrap a team member in toilet paper.  The team that finishes the 

FASTEST  will receive 25 points, 2nd place will earn 15 points and 3rd place will earn 10 

points.  

OCTOBER 30   Halloween Costume 

Every student that dresses up for Halloween will receive 5 points for their house team.  

SCOOL COUNCIL AND LAC  

Have a voice and be heard! Come and be involved 

in School Council and help make a difference in 

your childõs educational experience. School 

council is also a great way to meet other 

parents in the school community and to hear 

first hand all the exciting things that are 

happening at École St. Mary School. The next 

School Council meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, October 8 at 7 pm and the LAC 

meeting is Tuesday, October 20 at 6 pm. We 

look forward to seeing you there.  

SCHOOL PHOTOSñWednesday, October 21  

Order forms, with the proofs, will be returned to the school within 4 days.  

Order forms must be returned to the school on, or before, the date stamped on the form. The photogra-

pher will charge extra fees for any late orders.  

Packages will be delivered to the school approximately 1 week from the time the photographer receives the 

orders.  

Payment is to be cash (exact change), cheque or credit card included with the order form in the sealed en-

velope. 



EMERGENCY CONTACT AND  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  

Please ensure that you have 

informed the school office of any 

changes to your address, home,  

work and cell phone numbers and 

also, if your emergency contacts have changed. 

This information is vital as the school uses the 

information to contact you in case of an 

emergency.   

ABSENCES 

 When a child is absent from school, 

due to illness,  appointments, holidays, or 

arriving to school late, parents are asked to 

call the school at 403 -327 -3098.  

 If we do not hear from parents or 

guardians, we will contact you to have your 

child excused. The students are required to 

pick up an Admit to Class slip upon their 

arrival.  

BREAKFAST IS IMPORTANT  

People who eat breakfast willé. 

Be more ready to think and learn  

Have more energy and feel stronger  

Be alert and less restless  

Be less cranky and irritable  

Help your child build a balanced breakfast by including foods from three of the four 

food groups - milk and grain products, vegetables and fruit and meat and alternates.  

NATIVE DANCE  

The Native Dance club will begin Wednesday, 

October 28 after school from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Parents are responsible to pick up their child 

promptly at 4:00 p.m. There are still a few 

openings. Contact Miss Medicine Crane at 403 -

327 -9555 or Mrs. Black Plume at the school at 

403 -327 -3098.  

Terry Fox Marathon of Hope  

Thank you to everyone who supported the Terry Fox Fun, especially all 

of the parents who volunteered the day of the event and to Mr. Terry Fox, 

Terry Foxõs uncle, who came to our school to tell us about his nephew and the 

Marathon of Hope. The $575.00 our school raised is definitely going to a good 

cause, the Terry Fox Foundation. We look forward to doing this again next year. 

Terry Fox Posters and License Plates are available in the office.  The posters 

are $5.00 each and the License plates are $20.00 each.  These funds also go to 

the Terry Fox Foundation.  

Library News ñMrs. Hooper  

     Thanks to everyone who visited the used book sale. We raised just over $180.00 which will be used to 

purchase new books for the library.  

     The October Scholastic Book Club orders are due into the library by noon on Oct. 8 , 2009.  

     The Scholastic Book Fair will be here in November during the week of parent -teacher interviews. More 

information will follow.  

     Please remember to save those Campbell's Soup labels, they may be just garbage for most but for us at 

£cole St. Mary School they are Science DVDõs. Check out the library web page under our school webpage to 

find out more about which labels count. The library web page also sometimes has questions for the children 

to answer to win prizes so check often.  

     The Summer Reading Challenge was great, we did not meet the challenge but a lot of the children and 

staff read over the summer and that was what it was all about. Thanks to all the staff and students who 

handed in their reading sheets.  

 Have a wonderful October, filled with turkey, family, and reading!!  

HALLOWEEN PLANS  

We would like to remind 

all parents/guardians that 

costumes depicting blood 

and gore are not 

permitted at the school. Also, students 

will not be allowed to wear masks or 

carry pretend weapons. Thanks in 

advance for your cooperation.  

 

Any information on activities planned 

for the day will be sent home with your 

child from their homeroom teacher.  
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Early Dismissal 5 
Classes for  all 

students 
 

6 7 8 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MTG   AT 7:00 P.M.  

8:30ð AM                       9 
Magazine Kickoff 

11:45 AM 
THANKSGIVING 
ASSEMBLY  

10 

11 12 
THANKSGIVING 

DAY  

No Classes  

13 
DIVISION  PD DAY  

NO CLASSES  

14 15 16 17 

18 
 

19 20 
 

LAC MEETING  

AT 6:00 P.M.  

21 
Picture 

Day 

22 
 

 24 

25 
 

26 27 28 
 

29 
 

30 
Wear your 
costume and ôWrap 
a Mummyõ 

31 
HALLOWEEN  

É C O L E  S T.  M A RY  S C H O O L  c a l e n da r  

O C TO B E R / O C TO B R E  2 0 0 9  

 


