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Grateful for Time Together
If there is anything that I have learned over the past year, it’s that I value
the gift of time spent with others more than ever. The ability to gather in
various forms apparently had to be taken away before I could truly
appreciate what it means to me.  
 
Every year I look forward to the opportunity to gather as a school
division to share in new learning, collaboration and fellowship. On
Monday, October 25 we will be fortunate to be able to do just that -- learn and collaborate with one
another! Once again, we are excited to welcome back Dr. Ron Ritchhart who will be facilitating a
thought-provoking morning session �lled with opportunities for conversation and re�ection with
colleagues. Dr. Ritchhart will build on his message from last year about the importance of creating a
culture within each of our schools where thinking is valued, visible and actively promoted in all
interactions. All Holy Spirit staff will gather at their schools/sites to participate in the session. In the
afternoon, all teachers will plan for an afternoon of collaborative learning with colleagues. As always,
our collaboration time is dedicated to self-selected, self-directed professional learning with colleagues
of your own choosing. As this is a common non-instructional day for the whole Division, it’s a
wonderful opportunity to connect with colleagues both within and outside of your own school, to
explore and grow together. There is more information linked in this newsletter below, and more
information will be shared as we get closer to October 25th.
 
I know we are all looking forward to the Thanksgiving long weekend. I hope you are able to �nd time to
gather with those you hold most dear -- even if it is just those in your immediate household. I am
thankful for all of you and for the opportunities we’ve had to gather to learn from one another. I wish
you a most blessed Thanksgiving.
 

Carmen Larsen 
Director of Learning

HS4 Division Professional Collaboration
Day - Monday, October 25, 2021

https://s.smore.com/u/f7b1/8ed2bff69a67899c33555b39de2268fc.png


Literacy
Are you looking for
strategies to support your
readers?
A critical step in learning to
read is developing
phonological awareness.
Find information and
instructional activities here:
Phonological Awareness
 
Use your observations of
your readers to plan for
instruction:
 
If/Then Chart for Planning
Reading Instruction
 
Top 10 TeacherTechniques to
Support Middle
School/Junior High Readers

Numeracy
Want to get all your students
talking about math? Try a
new Math Talk routine: Math
Routines.pdf
 
Use the Scope and Sequence
for Number to determine
what your students already
understand and what their
next steps might be. These
resources include
Achievement Indicators and
links to examples of
instructional routines:
Alberta Math Scope and
Sequence K-6: Number
Strand 
Alberta Math Scope and
Sequence 7-9: Number
Strand

Assessment
Alberta Assessment
Consortium
This site includes many
synchronous and
asynchronous professional
learning opportunities, as
well as classroom
assessment resources. Log
in with your regular Holy
Spirit username and
password. 
 
 
Connect2Learning
Assessment Course
Explore 12 quick �xes to re-
examine teaching and
assessment practices.
Contact Carmen for your
access code. 

DRAFT AGENDA - click here 
If you are planning to collaborate with colleagues on a topic that
might be of interest to others in the Division, please email
learningservices@holyspirit.ab.ca and we will add it to our agenda.
 
Meanwhile, check out Dr. Ron Ritchhart's work on Cultures of
Thinking and a Spotlight Thinking Routine: Connect - Extend -
Challenge “This routine helps students connect new ideas to those
they already have and encourages them to re�ect upon how they
have extended their thinking as a result of what they are learning
about or experiencing.” For more thinking routines: PZ's Thinking
Routines Toolbox | Project Zero

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clnbJcoOozyeqhu7ezAgfLJhbi6oeyqweSjLUZt4yPU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TK-rHaGMfBvrS1ml5aUV7ZkIO5lV135Rks11XH42N3k/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ab4LVSbluXvPDIsaBND2oCRTcS4tW2dU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ab4LVSbluXvPDIsaBND2oCRTcS4tW2dU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V5ZxQe-LTbZP8Z2cBD05YalkQVJfaklU/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z7w03GIi6i2j-JhVjWploKwFTa96m-3PKBWSi-qnUb8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lwyBdZj8XDP7jHgFr50VaCRRnE-EYtuMRK0JHJjBnmM/edit?usp=sharing
https://aac.ab.ca/
https://www.connect2learning.com/offers/nvcgLvu9/checkout
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ny3tIs495Fcf7Q4MqJHfOmH2dIQwIirLeL_6Y2ViIMI/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:learningservices@holyspirit.ab.ca
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Connect%20Extend%20Challenge_1.pdf
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
https://s.smore.com/u/29c2/77ef2a5b4ebdbf8d55e1cbc4fb1b90df.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/098f/407d124f4b427e4cf46226a5c1d7363d.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/8be7/8e9f7c820d77f3bccc394e09ac644670.png


Professional Learning OpportuntiesProfessional Learning Opportunties

Click here to view Literacy, Numeracy and Assessment Opportunties - and more!

A Great Resource
for Personal
Optimization!

Check out HS4
Professional
Lending Library!
Click here

A Great Read for
All K-8 Math
Teachers!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=aG9seXNwaXJpdC5hYi5jYV9sazJ0NjRqb3VjMmY5YjNjaWFpbXR0Y2cwc0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/resources_publications/library_services
https://s.smore.com/u/6608/0b90803e31ff2ade6e93bab31ff539de.png
https://s.smore.com/u/b6c1/7dd3ccf976fa6588adc0796c661be70f.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/4b25/bba8e05a9f14a174ac44652b7b48ea4e.png


Learning Services
Holy Spirit Catholic School Division
 
The Learning Services Team 
Carmen Larsen - Director of Learning 
Tia Wever - Administrative Assistant 
Dianne Brodie - Learning Coach 
Louise Knodel - Learning Coach

Learning Services Help 
Working together to improve student learning

learningservices@hotmail.ca 403 327 9555

holyspirit.ab.ca

mailto:learningservices@holyspirit.ab.ca
https://s.smore.com/u/88d7/bc9b474d8a5a9b436612e360b8a756ae.png
mailto:learningservices@hotmail.ca
tel:403 327 9555
http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/

