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Five Marks of a Catholic School
Greetings,

It is through God’s strength that we are sustained. God’s grace 
is sufficient for every circumstance and difficulty we may face in 
life. 

In year two of our Three-Year Faith Plan, as intentional disciples 
on our journey, we celebrate actions to be grateful and to be 
gracious. In doing so we allow Jesus into our lives, we trust in 
the Lord and therefore become followers of Him. As a result, 
everyone connected to excellent Catholic schools grows in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ken Sampson
Superintendent of Schools
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Mark One 
GROUNDED IN A CHRISTIAN 
ANTHROPOLOGY
Mark Two 
IMBUED WITH A CATHOLIC 
WORLDVIEW

— Mark Three —
ANIMATED BY A FAITH-INFUSED 

CURRICULUM
Mark Four
SUSTAINED BY GOSPEL WITNESS

Mark Five
SHAPED BY A SPIRITUALITY OF 
COMMUNION

“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” 
(Isaiah 40:31)

Based on Five Essential Marks of Catholic Schools, The Holy See’s Teachings on Catholic Schools by Archbishop 
J. Michael Miller, C.S.B. (2005) as presented in Growing Forward-2014 Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ 
Association Catholic Education Symposium Final Report, Michael Marien, author.



Mark Three: Animated by a Faith-Infused Curriculum
An excellent Catholic school has an academic curriculum that integrates a vision of faith within the learner outcomes 
and teaching strategies.

In our schools we:
• Incorporate a religious dimension in all learning.
• Advocate for a sacred perspective within a secular context.
• Encourage a critical evaluation of contemporary culture.
• Provide opportunities for staff to develop their abilities to infuse faith into curriculum and pedagogy. 
• Teach Catholic values by fostering a love for wisdom and truth.

In a Catholic school we incorporate a religious dimension in all learning. Kindergarten 
students at École St. Mary School understand that there are many ways to tell the same 
story. When learning about the Stations of the Cross, these students drew pictures to 
represent their understanding and acted out each station. 

After reading “My Easter Basket” and discussing how each colour represents God’s love, 
kindergarten students created their own colourful Easter eggs full of God’s love.

Michelle Campmans, 
Kindergarten Teacher

“...from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament 
with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, 

promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.”  
Ephesians 4:16



Mark Three: Animated by a Faith-Infused Curriculum

As a Catholic school, we at Our Lady of the Assumption take enormous pride 
in the faith journey of our students. A large piece of their faith journey is 
their prayer life, which we view as a foundational piece in their relationship 
with God. From a young age we teach our students that our prayers are a 
way to communicate our faith and we dedicate time throughout our days to 
opportunities to grow our students’ comfort with prayers. 

In the photo to the right, our Kindergarten students from Mrs. 
Bukatka’s class are participating in a Prayer Bear prayer. This is a 
prayer that gives each student an opportunity to share with God 
what they are grateful for. The Prayer Bear not only acknowledges 
when each student is to participate but it also represents the 
warmth and comfort of God’s love as they build a relationship 
with Him. This is a powerful prayer that all the students look 
forward to and helps them grow in their comfort when talking to 
God. 

We provide opportunities for staff to develop their abilities to infuse faith 
into curriculum and pedagogy. 

During our time together at our staff retreat, we focused on building our 
capacity with opportunities that we can share with our students. The first 
activity we did as a staff was creating our own rosaries. With great patience 
and understanding, Kristen Shade led us in a beading activity to build rosaries 
which added to our study of Mary, our school’s patron saint.  

Once our rosaries were complete, we came together virtually as a staff to 
pray the rosary.

Another experience our staff participated in was a Prayer 
Labyrinth. Staff learned about the significance of this style of 
prayer and how to participate. This experience was new to our 
staff and allowed us to continue to grow our own prayer lives.

In a year in which students have not had the opportunity to take 
part in traditional experiences, these two opportunities allow us 
to infuse faith into all that we do.



Mark Three: Animated by a Faith-Infused Curriculum

Mrs. Wilson’s Grade 5 class has looked at two 
different contemporary issues through the lens 
of faith. During their research writing unit, Grade 
5 studied the lives of Black saints, as we work at 
making our classroom more inclusive. In doing this it 
was acknowledged that we are all called to holiness, 
regardless of race, and many have answered the call. 

On Earth Day, Mrs. Wilson’s Grade 5’s reflected on Pope Francis’ encyclical, 
Laudato Si’: Care for our Common Home. Students listened to his message to all 
people on how we are called to take care of the earth, God’s gift to us, so that we 
can take care of one another, especially the poorest of the poor. 

Mrs. Snopek Grade 3 — Prayer offers a time 
to centre ourselves and creates a space for 
all children to refocus and remember that 
God is at the centre of all we do. We pray as 
a class to deepen our relationship with God. 
Through prayer, we create the opportunity for 
conversation with God to thank Him for our 
blessings and ask for His support through difficult 
times. Praying together brings our class closer 
and creates a unique bond between students. 
We pray to acknowledge the differences in our 
class and to know we are all children of God. In 
Catholic Education we are blessed to have this 
holistic approach to teaching and learning. 

When Mrs. Cormican’s Kindergarten class 
was learning about Spring weather, they 
connected the rainbow with God’s promise 
to Noah.

For St. Patrick’s Day 
Mrs. Cormican’s class had a 
small prayer service and wrote 
on shamrocks the names of the 
people they wanted to pray for.


