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Five Marks of a Catholic School
Greetings,

It is through God’s strength that we are sustained. God’s grace 
is sufficient for every circumstance and difficulty we may face in 
life. 

In year two of our Three-Year Faith Plan, as intentional disciples 
on our journey, we celebrate actions to be grateful and to be 
gracious. In doing so we allow Jesus into our lives, we trust in 
the Lord and therefore become followers of Him. As a result, 
everyone connected to excellent Catholic schools grows in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ken Sampson
Superintendent of Schools
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Mark One 
GROUNDED IN A CHRISTIAN 
ANTHROPOLOGY
Mark Two 
IMBUED WITH A CATHOLIC 
WORLDVIEW
 Mark Three
ANIMATED BY A FAITH-INFUSED 
CURRICULUM
Mark Four 
SUSTAINED BY GOSPEL WITNESS

— Mark Five —
SHAPED BY A SPIRITUALITY OF 

COMMUNION

“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” 
(Isaiah 40:31)

Based on Five Essential Marks of Catholic Schools, The Holy See’s Teachings on Catholic Schools by Archbishop 
J. Michael Miller, C.S.B. (2005) as presented in Growing Forward-2014 Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ 
Association Catholic Education Symposium Final Report, Michael Marien, author.



Mark Five: Shaped by a Spirituality of Communion
An excellent Catholic school recognizes that each and every stakeholder is responsible for the 
common good.

In our schools we:
• Live in community, spiritual unity and relationship.
• Recognize God can be found in each other.
• Foster reconciliation.
• Develop priorities and protocols to address the needs of the marginalized.
• Honour parents/guardians as primary partners in education.

Extreme poverty affects almost 10% of the world’s population. 
Not many individuals my age are aware of the lifestyle of so many 
people around the world. Seeing this, I, Leigha Hansen and my 
classmate, Anke-Marie Van Tryp, decided to make a small difference 
in this poverty-stricken world through the 30 Hour Famine. The 
people who joined all donated a small amount of money we 
could afford to give. Restraining from eating food for a full day, 
we and some other classmates began to feel what so many other 
teenagers feel on a daily basis. We found it difficult to focus on 
our schoolwork and homelife, while our stomachs growled loudly 
in our ears. Leaving the 30 Hour Famine, I felt as though I made a 
small difference and I was a disciple of Christ. He always calls us to 
go out of our way and show his face to individuals we come into contact 
with. Through this small school event, I, and a few others fulfilled a part 
of God’s dream and changed the world one dollar and one less meal at a 
time. 

Leigha Hansen, Grade 10 Student

At St. Michael’s School we consider our K-12 school as one big family community that supports and guides each other 
on our faith journey. This is a beautiful example of how we model Mark 5: Shaped by a Spirituality of Communion. With 
the current restrictions on gathering and each individual grade being a cohort, gathering 
together in fellowship has been a challenge. During Lent, in order to gather together in 
prayer and reignite the feeling of connecting with our school as a whole, students and staff 
participated in a Lenten Retreat. As a school community we gathered together in prayer 
and in communion to paint rocks together. Mary Remijn a Grade 2 student shares her 
reflections on the day:

“When all of us painted those rocks there were three crosses. 
We learned one was for Jesus and the other two were for the bandits. 

They were tied to the crosses instead of nailed like Jesus was. I enjoyed making 
those rocks and spending time with my classes. 

I love being at my school.”

“Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.”
Proverbs 22:9



Mark Five: Shaped by a Spirituality of Communion
“Project Pancake” demonstrates how at St. Patrick Fine Arts we strive to honour our parents as 
primary partners in education by working together to achieve common goals. Here are some 
words from Mark Archibald, a parent representative for School Council:
Throughout the 2020-21 school year, the St. Pat’s Parent Social Committee has worked to build 
school spirit and community. This has involved many projects that students can do at home 
with their families, then share via video or photo with the rest of the school. When it came 
time to honour Shrove Tuesday, it was obvious due to the date (no school that day) and COVID 
restrictions that we would not be able to share in this annual meal together. Instead of making 
the meal for ourselves, we sought a way to make a “meal” for the community through the 
Lethbridge Interfaith Food Bank.  

“Project Pancake” became an opportunity for St. Pat’s students to bring in 
breakfast food/utensil donations for the Food Bank and compete to win a 
class pancake party for the group who brought in the most. Families were 
encouraged to share pictures of themselves taking part in their Tuesday 
pancake supper at home as well.

The response to this challenge was massive and the competition was 
intense! In the end, St. Patrick Fine Arts students donated 1998 lbs of 
food worth $5234.76. The contributions exceeded our expectations as 
a committee. At a time when there is so little we can do together, our 
students made a way to include more people than usual in our annual 
Shrove Tuesday meal.

Mark Archibald, School Council

Through the international charity Chalice, our school has made a commitment to 
support a primary school in Tanzania, Africa. We knew that this year we would need 
to do things a little differently, so with the help of local business Cuppers Coffee, 
we created a new fundraising opportunity. Our talented students were asked to 
submit drawings and slogans for our very own brand of coffee. The published 
work was chosen after many thoughtful entries, and melded together the ideas 
of three students, creating a final “logo”. Next, our students and parents rose to 
the challenge and sold over two hundred bags of coffee, allowing us to raise over 
$1000 dollars for Chalice!  Our St. Patrick Fine Arts community looks forward to 
the opportunity to sell our coffee again in June to continue our support for Mateka 
Primary School.

Jennifer Gardner, Associate Principal

Our children learn that prayer is, in its most basic form, a conversation with God. Isn’t conversation such a powerful 
connection tool for everyone, especially those active in the process of reconciliation? At St. Patrick Fine Arts School, 
we are committed to growing our capacity to guide students through reconciliation alongside the teachings of elders 
and knowledge keepers so that they can truly embrace what it means to be ‘treaty people’. By intentionally weaving in 
protocols and activities like smudging, shared land acknowledgements, exploring Blackfoot language roots and making 
connections while learning from the land, our students and staff are richer in how they approach the call to solidarity for 
“as long as the sun shines, the grass grows and the waters flow.” There is much to listen to, much to share, and much to 
pray for. In our Catholic schools, living prayerfully in communion to honour God’s creation, our one common home, is an 
essential part of learning for reconciliation.

Kathy Jones-Husch, Principal ...as long as the sun shines, the grass grows and the waters flow.



Mark Five: Shaped by a Spirituality of Communion

At St. Patrick’s School, Taber, we have monthly celebrations of the gifts 
that God has given each of us and how we use them in our “Bright Lights” 
celebrations.

Student retreat — This year the focus was on “letting our light 
shine.” Activities included a prayer walk and ringing the school 
with positivity (sidewalk chalk) as we represented what being 
an SPT student means through art.

SPT is planting a garden this year after student discussions around self reliance and the importance of community.


